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Golden Vials 
By Martha Snell Nicholson 


“Golden vials full of odours, which are the 
prayers of saints” (Rev. 5:8). 
HE prayers of His saints are in 
golden vials. 
I picture the long, long rows 
Which gleam in the light from the 
splendor of God, 
Midst the fragrance of lily and rose. 


And I think of the prayers which I sent 
up to Him, 
Petty and selfish and weak, 
And seeing them thus, I ask my shamed 
heart, 
How had my lips dared to speak. 


Yet the prayers of His saints are so 
cherished by God 
That He tenderly holds in His hands 
The smallest of vials, the feeblest of 
prayers. 
Then my humbled heart understands 


That the Spirit of God has taken my 
prayers, 
Has molded, reshaped, and remade, 
Until they accord with the sweet will of 
God; 
‘ And my soul is no longer afraid. 





And I wonder if down through the eons 
of. time, 
Like a precious tale that is told, 
He will treasure forever these prayers 
of His saints 
In their fragrant vials of gold. 





Sunday School Times readers may wish to 
remember Mrs. Nicholson especially in these 
days. Her husband, Howard Nicholson, after 
a long period of illness, due to heart trouble, 
went to be with the Lord on April 22. 


Sowing Beside All Waters 


God blesses many methods in the 
spreading of the Gospel. Differing gifts 
enable different men and women to ex- 
cel in preaching, teaching, writing, per- 
sonal work, tract distribution, singing 
and song leading, radio broadcasting, 
evangelistic messages, and the effective 
making and use of mottoes and placards, 
Another method, which has occasionally 
been mentioned in these columns, is 
paid advertising in the newspapers. A 
good example of this appeared recently 


in the La Grange Citizen (Ill.). A large 
advertisement, 15x8% inches, displays 
these questions in large type: “Will a 


man go to Heaven because he has lived 
a good life?” and, “What must both good 
men and bad do to reach Heaven?” 
These are answered by Bible passages. 
In addition, there is a small’ box giving 
information about five sound Gospel 
broadcasts. This is the sixty-eighth 
weekly advertisement sponsored by the 
La Grange Bible Class, of, which the 
Rev. Edgar F. Reibetanz, director of pub- 
lic relations at Wheaton College, is the 


is held every Friday evening in a school 
building, and the advertisement contains 
the time and place of meeting. This is 
a worth-while piece. of evangelism, for 


the large type can be quickly read, and. 


it will be seen by several thousand 
readers who may have no other contact 
with the Gospel. It may lead many to 
listen to the Gospel broadcasts, to want 
to know more about the Scriptures 
quoted, and perhaps to attend the week 
night Bible class. It is a spiritual ap- 
plication of Isaiah’s word, “Blessed are 
ye that sow beside all waters .. .” (Isa. 
32:20). Obviously the sowing of the 
Gospel seed is not what is primarily 
meant in these words, but they have 
stimulated many to “be instant in sea- 
son, out of season” in proclaiming the 
Good News. Mr. Ralph C. Norton, 
founder of the Belgian Gospel Mission, 
and a faithful and courageous personal 
worker, often quoted this passage. The 
example of the La Grange Bible Class 
may stimulate others. It is well to re- 
member that God does use and bless 
many different methods, and to lend our 
hearty support, by prayer and gift, to 
those which are sound and Scriptural. 
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Cheer Upl 


teacher. It is not a Sunday class, but 
5 4 
44 HE times are so serious that 


everybody should cheer up his 

neighbor,” said Albert Einstein, 
of relativity fame. In times such as these, 
and in all times, the Gospel of Christ 
is the one and the only message that 
can cause us to cheer up. Six times 
in the New Testament we have a distinct 
and definite command to “cheer up.” 
The English translation is, “Be of good 
cheer” and, “Be of good comfort.” But 
these four words are the translation of 
only one word in the Greek Testament. 
In the Greek Testament this word oc- 
curs six times, in the imperative mood. 
It is therefore in each case a command, 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“His dear Son: in whom we have 
redemption” (Col. 1:13b, 14a). 
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and as such should be received. Per- 
haps the nearest we can come to it in 
English is to translate it with two words, 
“Cheer up!” Let us look into our New 
Testament for just a little while, and 
ste the assurances we have for good 
cheer. Five times out of the six Jesus 
Himself is the speaker. 


Sins ForcIvEN 

1. “Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be 
forgiven thee” (Matt. 9:2). What a 
message of cheer that is! Sin is the 
one great hindrance to good cheer in 
the universe. Sin brings all misery, and 
destroys all joy. Our Lord Jesus, true 
Physician of souls as well as of bodies, 
knew the cause of this man’s misery. 
He knew it was not his sickness, but 
his sin; and in words that started the 
joybells ringing in the man’s soul, He 
said, “Son, cheer up, thy sins are for- 
given thee” (literal translation of the 
Greek). Have you heard Him say that 
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to you? He wants to. Oh, the cheer of 
knowing that our sins are forgiven. 
When Archibald Brown, a famous Lon- 
don preacher, entered into the experi- 
ence of the forgiveness of his sins, he 
was so cheered by it that he snatched 
off the cap he was wearing and threw 
it high up in the air for sheer happi- 
ness. 

This truth is well illustrated in John 
Bunyan’s immortal Pilgrim’s Progress. 
He shows how joy and good cheer sprang 
up in the heart of Christian as soon as 
he came to the place of the forgiveness 
of his sins. He says: “So I saw in my 
dream, that just as Christian came up 
with the cross, his burden loosed from 
off his shoulders, and fell from off his 
back, and began to tumble, and so con- 
tinued to do, till it came to the mouth 
of the sepulchre, where it fell in, and I 
saw it no more. Then was Christian 
glad and lightsome.” Just then three 
shining ones came to him, and one of 
them said to Christian, “Thy sins be 
forgiven thee”; and then Bunyan says 
that “Christian gave three leaps for joy, 
and went on singing, ... 

“Blest cross ! blest sepulchre ! blest rather 

e 

The Man that there was put to shame for 

me |” 

. Friends, do you have this cheer, the 
cheer that comes from the forgiveness 
of sins, founded in the atonement of 
‘the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ? 

I leave you to imagine how happy 
that man was who heard Jesus Himself 
say to him, “Son, cheer up, thy sins are 
forgiven thee.” Praise be to God for- 
ever ! 

Mabe WHOLE 


2. Jesus said, “Daughter, be of good 





This editorial is by Arthur Petrie, 
Th.D., Professor of the English 
Bible in the Simpson Bible Institute, 
Seattle, Wash. It was he who wrote 
the editorial, “Accepting the Cup” 
(Nov. 1, 1947), which evidently 
brought blessing to very many 
readers. Concerning the present 
editorial, Dr. Petrie wrote the 
Editor: 


I had in mind .. . only the Greek 
word tharseo—which does occur 
six times in the (Greek of the New 
Testament—the Textus Receptus 
repeats it from the same incident, 
but Nestle does not... . If you will 
notice what has been said at the 
opening of the article, you will 
follow what I meant. Acts 27:22, 25 
have another Greek word. I was 
writing on the Greek word that 
occurs in the verses given. I am 
also a teacher of New ‘Testament 
Greek, and realize . . . that one must 
be very careful when writing arti- 
cles, often tell my students to 
note well the three aphorisms of 
Lord Francis Bacon: “Conversation 
makes a ready man; reading makes 
a full man; writing makes an exact 
man.” How careful we who write 
have to be! 
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comfort; thy faith hath made thee 
whole” (Matt. 9:22). This woman was 
despondent on account of her sickness, 
which no physician could heal. Mark, 
in his most graphic way, says of this 
woman that she “had suffered many 
things of many physicians, and had spent 
all that she had, and was nothing bet- 
tered, but rather grew worse.” A more 
forlorn condition could not well be im- 
agined. Yet her case was not hopeless. 
In her desperate condition she turns to 
the great Physician, and hears from His 
own lips, warm with the breath of His 
loving and sympathetic heart, the soul- 
cheering words, “Daughter, cheer up, 
thy faith hath made thee whole.” What 
a day that was for her! 

Many since that time have found in 
Jesus the only One able to heal their 
sick bodies. Examples are numerous 
throughout all church history. Both in 
the physical and spiritual realms Jesus 
is the One able to do.what no others 
can do, and that is one of the messages 
of this “cheer up” passage. This woman 
was permitted to try every other physi- 
cian before she turned to Jesus, and 
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that circumstance brought more glory 
to the Lord Jesus. Many souls the world 
over have been permitted to do the 
same, and then finally such souls have 
turned to the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
have found Him to meet all their need. 
Yes, we, too, may cheer up with this 
incident on record for us. 

The poor world shall yet find its only 
course is to turn to Christ for the heal- 
ing of its many ills. Until then it can 
never cheer up. There is a truly great 
Scripture in the Book of Jeremiah, which 
I pass on to you. It is a picture of the 
world trying out all that has ever been 
handed down to it from its fathers, and 
finding all empty and worthless, and 
finally turning to God. Here it is, and 
in it is implied what I have said: “O 
Lord, my strength, and my fortress, and 
my refuge in the day of affliction, the 
Gentiles [i.e., all nations] shall come 
unto thee from the ends of the earth, 
and shall say, Surely our fathers have 
inherited lies, vanity, and things wherein 
there is no profit” (Jer, 16:19). 


(To be continued next week) 


Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


Keeping Television in 
Its Right Place 


Someone ought to discuss the ques- 
tion of television in relation to the 
home of the believer. Will it ever be 
used for other than worldly scenes, 
and [is it not] harmful in a godly 
household?—A New York reader. 
There is nothing wrong with television 

in itself. It is simply the transmission 
of scenes by radio, thus making impres- 
sions on the mind through the eye as 
well as the ear. It does open a new 
avenue of temptation into the home, 
for it brings right into the living room 
scenes that could formerly be .witnessed 
only in the theater, the movies, the night 
club, and the arena. But its use is al- 
ready extending beyond this to the re- 
production of important current events, 
and it will doubtless show many attrac- 
tive and wholesome scenes in the whole 
field of outdoor sports. It is one more 
milestone in the progress of man’s dis- 
covery and invention, in which he uses 
properties that already exist in the natu- 
ral world and which God allows him 
partially to control. 

Like many other inventions, television 
can be used wrongly. Automobiles carry 
ministers and bandits, planes transport 
missionaries and smugglers, and who 
can tell what a mixture of humanity 
there is on every train and ship? But 
it would be foolish and impracticable 
for Christians to refuse to take advan- 
tage of these swift means of transporta- 
tion merely because criminals ride in 
them. God has given man free will, 
and He does not control him by out- 


ward compulsion (except in matters of 
civil law) but rather by an inward 
change of heart. 

The very same principles that guide a 
Christian in respect to his eating, sleep- 
ing, and reading, and his use of his car 
and radio will have to apply to television. 
So far as the civil law goes, a man can 
read what he pleases in his own home, 
go to see any movie that gets by the 
censors, dance and play cards all night, 
eat what he wants, and sleep as little 
or as much as he likes. But a Christian 
is checked in all these matters by prin- 
ciples laid down in the Bible, by his 
enlightened conscience, and by the neees- 
sity of giving a consistent testimony to 
his family and neighbors. 

Television will not be a problem to 
many Christian homes for some time, 
because they cannot afford to own a sct, 
But if Christian parents can purchase 
one, they ought to seek God’s will in 
the matter, seriously considering whether 
it is the best thing for themselves and 
their children. When it is installed, 
they will have to exercise rigid disci- 
pline over themselves and their children 
to see to it that it is not wrongly used. 
Any Christian would probably use his 
television set with great care if he hung 
up over it a placard with the following 
words neatly printed: 

“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or 
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God” (1 Cor. 10:31). 


, 


we 
Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Symbolic Fulfillments of Prophecy 


How Christ's words and miracles provide guarantees 
of still future fulfillments 


T GIVES the greatest significance to 
I many events of Christ’s life, if we 

not only recognize them as fulfill- 
ments of Old Testament prophecies but 
also as symbolic guarantees of the future, 
final, and complete fulfillment of all 
prophecies when “the earth shall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea.” 

In the Gospels we have the most defi- 
nite statements by Christ Himself that 
a number of the events of His life were 
fulfillments of Old Testament Scriptures. 
However, it is evident from the contexts 
of some of these Old Testament verses 
that the fulfillments were only local and 
temporary, and incomplete. They were 
therefore symbolic, prophetic, and divine 
guarantees of the final and complete ful- 
fillments of these Old Testament Scrip- 
tures, wherr Christ returns in glory. 

When Christ was questioned by the 
followers of John the Baptist as to 
whether or not He was the Messiah, “the 
coming oneg’ predicted in the Old Tes- 
tament, or should they still “look for 
another,” He quoted from Isaiah 35 to 
prove His Messiahship: “The blind re- 
ceive their sight, and, the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised up, and the 
poor have the gospel preached to them.” 

But it is evident from Isaiah 35 that 
this fulfillment was incomplete. “Sorrow 
and sighing” have not fled away. These 
miracles were therefore symbolic and 
prophetic guarantees of the time when 
there will be a complete and universal 
fulfillment when Christ returns to es- 
tablish His Kingdom. 


The Preaching in Nazareth Synagogue 


’ Similarly when Christ preached to 
His unbelieving friends and neighbors 
in the synagogue at Nazareth (Luke 4: 
18), He quoted part of Isaiah 61:1, 2: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he hath anointed me to preach 
the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me 
to heal the broken-hearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recov- 
ering of sight to the blind, to set at lib- 
erty them that are bruised, to preach 
the acceptable year of the Lord.” 
Christ then said, “This day is this 
scripture fulfilled in your ears.” The 
fulfillment of this prophecy, so far as 
His audience was concerned, was most 
limited. “And he did not many mighty 
works there because of their unbelief.” 
The remainder of the verse from which 
Christ quoted, “the day of vengeance of 
our God,” and all the rest of the chapter 
have not yet been fulfilled. It is there- 
fore most obvious that this fulfillment 
was symbolic, and prophetic of the time 


The writer of this discerning study 
of prophecy is a son of the late 
William J. Erdman, D.D., the well- 
known Bible teacher and writer of 
an earlier generation, and one of 
.the consulting editors of the Scofield 
. Reference Bible. Dr. Scofield once 
publicly introduced Dr. W. J. Erd- 
man as “my theological seminary.” 
He was also a great help to D. L. 
Moody and Henry W. Frost. Several 
of Frederick Erdman’s articles have 
appeared in the Times. This article 
should bring renewed assurance and 
hope to Times readers in these days 
of tremendous and perplexing events. 








when “God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes; and there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain: 
for the former things are passed away” 
(Rev. 21:4). ' 


We are told in Hebrews 2:9 that Psalm 
8 is a prophecy about Christ. It can 
be fulfilled completely only by Christ. 
His control of the storm on the Sea of 
Galilee (Matt. 14), and the miraculous 
draughts of fishes (Luke 5:1-10; John 21: 
6), and the fish bringing the tribute 
money (Matt. 17:24-27) were fulfillments 
of Psalm 8, and they are also symbolic 
and prophetic of the “regeneration,” the 
“restitution of all things, . spoken 
by the mouth of all his holy prophets,” 
when the whole creation shall be deliv- 
ered from the bondage of corruption in 
which it now groans and travails. 


Casting out demons all through 
Christ’s ministry was symbolic and gro- 
phetic of Revelation 20:1-3, when “the 
dragon, that old serpent, which is the 
Devil, and Satan,” shall be “cast... 
into the bottomless pit.” This is con- 
firmed by the demons who said, “Art 
thou come hither to torment us before 
the time?” (Matt. 8:29); and, “Send us 
not into the abyss.” Unless the demon 
world is overthrown there can be no tri- 
umph of peace or righteousness, 

When Christ said to the paralytic, 
“Thy sins be forgiven thee,” He proved 
His eternal deity. Even His bitterest 
enemies said, “Who can forgive sins but 
God only?” He fulfilled Psalm 103, “Who 
forgiveth all thine iniquities,” and other 
Old Testament Scriptures; and symbol- 
ically guaranteed the coming of the 
Kingdom when all shall know Him from 
the least to the greatest, and “their sins 
and their iniquities will I remember no 
more” (Jer, 31:31-34); and “Thy peo- 
ple also shall be all righteous” (Isa. 60: 
21); “And there shail in no wise enter 
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into it any thing that defileth” (Rev. 
21:27). 

When Christ cleansed the Temple as 
described in Matthew 21:13, He quoted 
Isaiah 56:7, “My house shall be called 
the house of prayer.” This verse was 
obviously true of a very small number 
of Jews at that time, and the rest of 
the verse “for all nations” has not yet 
been fulfilled. 

Christ’s purifying the Temple was 
therefore another symbolic act, declar- 
ing His Messiahship, and prophetic of 
the future time, when “every one that 
is left of all the nations which came up 
against Jerusalem shall even go up from 
year to year, to worship the King, the 
Lord of hosts, and to keep the feast of 
tabernacles” (Zech. 14:16) in the final 
Temple (Ezek, 40-47). 

Peter wrote that the disciples had a 
preview of the Kingdom on the Mount 
of Transfiguration, “when we were with 
him in the holy mount” (2 Pet. 1:15-18). 
Christ was glorified in their presence; 
the dead, represented by Moses and 
Elias, appeared with Christ in the glory; 
and there was conversation between 
those on the earth and those in Glory 
(Matt. 16:28 to 17:8). The disciples 
“saw” the Kingdom, as it says in Mat- 
thew 16:28, but it was only a fleeting 
picture, symbolic and prophetic. At the 
very foot of the mountain and all over 
the world, sin, sickness, and death pre- 
vailed, as today. The Kingdom can come 
only when the King returns. 


The Beholding of the Pierced One 


John, in his Gospel (19:37), solemnly 
declares that the Scripture, Zechariah 
12:10, was fulfilled at the crucifixion of 
Christ. “They shall look upon me whom 
they have pierced.” This was true at 
that time, however, of a small number of 
the Jewish nation. In his Apocalypse, 
John says this Scripture has its final, 
complete fulfillment, when Christ re- 
turns. “Behold, he cometh with clouds; 
and every eye shall see him, and they 
also which pierced him: and all kindreds 
of the earth shall wail because of him” 
(Rev. 1:7). These three verses make a 
unity of the prophecy of the Old Testa- 
ment, the symbolic fulfillment of the 
Gospels, and the complete fulfillment in 
the Book of Revelation which is the con- 
summation of all the Bible, 

“The coming one” is a title used of 
Christ a number of times in the Gospels 
and in Acts and in Revelation. It is a 
title which implies His deity, and dis- 
tinguishes Him from all other beings. 
It means that He is the only hope for 
the world. As John the Baptist asked, 


(Continued on page 411) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 


‘ 





E President of Ecuador has 
awarded station HCJB, the Voice of 
the Andes in Quito, the honorary 
decoration of the Order of Sir Knight 
of the Radio. This for its cultural work 
of the past sixteen years, which has run 
along with its Biblical evangelism. (The 
station name, as all know, stands for 
Heralding Christ Jesus’ Blessings.) The 
President declared that this award ex- 
presses with singular exactness the feel- 
ing of the public —that it is a recogni- 
tion of the real value of those who have 
in this way worked for the benefit of the 
Republic of Ecuador as if it were their 
own fatherland. “It is carrying on an 
admirable crusade in seeking to en- 
lighten the humblest classes, including 
those in the Eastern Zone (the Indian 
tribes people). It is worthy of all ap- 
plause.” 

This is high praise from the head of 
a Roman Catholic state, especially when 
at the same time the Government of 
Guatemala is suppressing its Roman 
Catholic rddio station. 

As a further recognition of this radio 
ministry, the Government of Ecuador 
has extended its radio contract to 1980 
—that is, for the next thirty-two years, 
another generation. 


The Mexican Indian Mission, which 
works among the Aztecs under the lead- 
ership of Dr. J. G. Dale, has been greatly 
blessed, so that it now numbers 6,000 
communicant members, led by nineteen 
missionaries and _ thirty-one native 
evangelists. This growing church has 
160 preaching stations, and is also known 
as the Mexican Evangelistic Association. 
(Headquarters in this country: the Rev. 
Robert R. Dawson, General Secretary, 
Box 256, Stratford, N. J.) 


Does God Deal With Nations as 
Nations?—Does God punish nations’ as 
nations? The Jews were so taught by 
their prophets. Judgments were pro- 
nounced by Isaiah on Babylon, Moab, 
Egypt, Assyria, Tyre, and, not the least, 
on Israel herself. “Woe to Ariel [Jeru- 
salem], to Ariel, the city where David 
dwelt! ... I will distress Ariel... . Woe 
to the rebellious children” (Isa. 29 and 
30). For their murmurings and stub- 
bornness, a whole generation of Jewish 
skeletons whitened in the deserts of 
Sinai. The Jews as a nation were car- 
ried off to Babylon, and kept in humiliat- 
ing exile for seventy years. “Upon you 
{this generation],” said Jesus, shall 
“come all the righteous blood shed upon 
the earth, from the blood of righteous 
Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, son 
of Barachias.” Which, indeed, happened. 
In A.D. 71 the nation was al] but de- 
stroyed, and Jews were crucified in such 


numbers that there was hardly wood 
enough left to crucify more of them. 

The program of present-day Jewish 
misery was distinctly presented to Jews 
in the twenty-sixth of Leviticus: 

“Ye shall perish among the heathen, 
and the land of your enemies shall eat 
you up. And they that are left of you 
shall pine away in their iniquity in 
your enemies’ lands; . , . the sound of 
a shaken leaf shall chase them; and they 
shall flee, as fleeing from a sword” (vs, 
38, 39, 36). And much more. 

It is foolish to deny that this is hap- 
pening, even now. Yet there are those 
who do deny it. In the New Republic 
for March 22, 1948, is a two-page broad- 
side “Good Friday Message” signed by 
six thousand Protestant ministers. It 
begins: 

“We cannot permit the cross of Christ 
to be used as a bludgeon, ... We are 
gravely concerned over the way in which 
the crucifixion story will be interpreted 
in many American pulpits [on Good Fri- 
day]. 

“We are aware through our theological 
studies that, all too often in the past, 
Christian leaders have twisted and dis- 
torted the tragedy cf Calvary so as to 
leave the impression that the Jewish 
peonle were responsible for the death 
of Jesus. 

“It is our belief that the life and death 
of Jesus are a tribute to the Jewish 
people not only for having produced 
Him [!], but for the way in which they 
received Him. 5 

“Christendom has placed the 
whole Jewish people under condemnation. 
One example is a text in a Bible study, 
‘For 1800 years has the blood of Christ 
been upon the Jews.’ This has recently 
been removed by the good sense and 
courage of the publishers. . . . The very 
existence of democracy [ ! ] demands the 
end of this misreading of Scripture, ... 
Christendom can no longer stand silent in 
the face of the great lie about the cru- 
cifixion which has set the stage for the 
vicious and brutal anti-Semitism we see 
in the world today.” 


The voice is that of six thousand min- 
isters, but the hands are the hands of 
Jacob, Israel is unrepentent, stiff-necked. 
She refuses to confess her guilt in de- 
stroying her Messiah — God manifest in 
the flesh. Even Judas cried out, “I have 
sinned in that I have betrayed the inno- 
cent blood,” the only innocent! Not so 
present-day Israel. A recent book pub- 
lished in Paris, and bearing the title 
“Le Vrai Visage d’Israel” (“The True 
Face of Israel”), by Marcel Braunschwig, 
passionately denies all responsibility of 
the Jewish nation for the death of the 
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Lord Jesus Christ. “It was the Romans, 
it was Pontius Pilate, who were guilty.” 
Then, dwelling on the great contribu- 
tions which Jews have made to civiliza- 
tion, he seeks peace for his people by 
“the union of the three daughters of the 
Bible — Judaism, Islam, and Christian- 
ity.” Strange suggestion at this time, 
when Jew and Moslem are at each 
other’s throats in Palestine! 

All of this, however, does not in -the 
least excuse anti-Semitism, whose roots 
are, indeed, quite elsewhere. Almost 
the last words of our Lord when He left 
His people was a solemn warning to 
their executioners. The nations are to 
be gathered before Him and separated 
into right and left according as they have 
pitied or abused: “the least of these my 
brethren.” This, I think, means specifi- 
cally His Jewish brethren. If not, it cer- 
tainly includes them, 

The best answer of Christians to anti- 
Semitism is relief to “the least of these 
my brethren.” As for the s:x thousand 
ministers, would that they might preach 
to the Jews, for whom they are exer- 
cised, Him who is our peace, who hath 
made Jew and Gentile one “and hath 
broken down the middle wall of parti- 
tion” between them. 


Passion Week in Boston and in Ba- 
varia.—The First Church in Boston fell 
to Unitarianism when Unitarianism 
plundered the Congregationalism of 
Eastern Massachusetts a cen:ury and a 
half ago. On Easter Sunday, 1948, there 
was a Communion service there, and 
the cup used was one once belonging to 
Governor John Winthrop, dated 1610, to- 
gether with other pieces of old Puritan 
Communion silver. Certainly the Puri- 
tans who organized the first Boston 
church would never have loaned their 
Communion silver to those who denied 
the efficacy of Christ’s blood to cleanse 
from all sin! , 

Another spoil of Unitarianism was the 
First Parish Church of Dorchester on 
Meeting House Hill. The special fea- 
ture of its Easter was “a rhythmic flower 
procession by a motion choir of girls, in 
colorful robes and carrying spring 
flowers.” So do they reduce Resurrec- 
tion day to a spring festival! 

At the Community Church, Uniferian 
John Haynes Halmes, minister, “the 
Easter morning service” was led by 
Rabbi Brickner of Cleveland, who 
spoke on “Moses, Jesus, Karl Marx, and 
Gandhi—a comparison of their social 
teachings in the light of the world’s 
present need to rebuild the social order.” 

The Paulists of New York, who feel 
their mission is to convert Protestants, 
have established themselves half-way 
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Lesson for May 23 


up Park Street in Boston, and on Good 
Friday was broadcast a three-hour serv- 
iee over the Common. The Boston Her- 
ald wrote of it: “There was a hush over 
the area. Taxis and autos seemed 
quieter as they ascended the hill. The 
pigeons quit begging. Men and women 
prayed and listened to the quiet voice 
of the Rev. John T. McGinn, a Paulist 
priest from New York.” 


On the steps of the Cathedral Church 
of St. Paul (Episcopal), the hands of a 
large clock were moved each hour to 
commemorate a particular episode in the 
Pagsion. “This is a traditional observ- 
ance in monasteries.” 


In Konnersreuth in Bavaria, an esti- 
mated crowd of 5,000 gathered to see 
Therese Neumann bleed on Good Friday 
— among them large numbers of Ameri- 
cam Army men from Munich, Nurem- 
berg, Beyrouth, Regensburg, and Wiirz- 
berg. Therese occupies a little village 
cottage, and a few minutes after noon 
the blood began to ooze from wounds 
in hands and feet, imitating those. of 
Christ. Visitors slowly passed by the 
bed in which she sat almost upright, 
occasionally groaning as if in unendur- 
able suffering. 


These stigmata are reported to appear 
in about thirty-five Fridays during the 
year, Therese is a practical nurse, and, 
apart from this and one other phenome- 
non, leads a normal life. Here is the 
other. “Her family assert that she has 
not taken food since 1923,” according to 
Kathleen McLaughlin’s dispatch to the 
New York Times. 


The Latin America Mission observes 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
founding of its Seminario Biblico by 
holding an international congress of 
Christian workers in San Jose, Costa 
Rica, from July 11 to 18. Pastors, evan- 
gelists, and missionaries from most of 
the Latin American countries will at- 
tend. 


It is delightful to learn that while 
celebrating this seminary anniversary 
they are to engage in evangelism. This 
is as it should be. The notice says: 

“Running concurrently with the con- 
gress will be an evangelistic campaign 
designed to reach the Costa Rican pub- 
lic. The special speaker is Dr. Angel 
Archilla Cabrera, a leading evangelical 
of Puerto Rico. He is returning to Costa 
Rica for the first time since 1928 when 
he held evangelistic services which 
thousands attended and in which over 
600 people made profession of faith in 
Christ. Prayer for extensive revival in 
Latin America is backing these meetings. 


They tell us at Yale that drunkards 
are sick people. So they are. They 
would have the state open hospitals and 
resorts for their cure, supported not by 
those who have made them sick, the dis- 
tillers, but by the taxpayers. They offer 
no preventive program. Science is not 
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to be diverted from its studies to practi- 
cal applications. 


When malaria is abroad, one destroys 
the anopheles by spraying stagnant 
water. When alcoholism is abroad, the 
only effective preventive is spraying the 
distilleries and breweries with prohibi- 
tion. Madras, with forty million people, 
has five million addicts, according to Mr. 
Thomas, official in charge of,the pro- 
gressive prohibition movement in the 
Madras Presidency, which will culmin- 
ate in October, 1948. He tells us that, as 
a result of the introduction of prohibi- 
tion.in eight districts last year, between 
75 and 90 percent of former addicts are 
free, spending their income on food and 
clothing, thereby attaining for them- 
selves and families a generally higher 
standard of living. 


You find no account of this important 
news in the Yale Quarterly Journal of 
Alcohol Studies, at least I have not yet 
seen any. Yale gets along very well 
with Mosely of Seagram’s Distilling 
Corp., with McCarthy of Austin Nichols, 
liquor dealers, with Columbia Broad- 
casting Corporation in which Schenley’s 
Distilling Corporation has planted its 


man, Swope, paying him $36,000 a year. ° 


Also with thé Methodist Board of Tem- 
perance and the Federal Council. 


To the rabbis of his day our Lord said, 
“Ye neither go in yourselves [into the 
Kingdom], neither suffer ye them that 
are entering to go in” (Matt. 23:13). 
The rabbis of our day are in no way 
different. They think to appoint them- 
selves guardians of our Federal Consti- 
tution, and when the opportunity comes 
they attack things Christian with the cry, 
“Separation of Church and State.” When 
the New York Board of Rabbis described 
the singing of Christmas carols as a 
“dangerous infringement upon religious 
liberty,” Dorothy Thompson frankly 
told them they were bigots, and ex- 
plained to them that Christianity is 
threaded into the whole fabric of civil- 
ization, history, laws, customs, and lan- 
guage. “The finest of the Christmas 
carols belong in words and music among 
the immortal treasures of our culture.” 
No child can understand the New Eng- 
land colonies, Roger Williams, William 
Penn, American literature, not to speak 
of the masterpieces of European art and 
learning, without knowledge of the New 
Testament. Congress is forbidden by the 
Constitution to establish a state church 
or to interfere with men’s religious 
rights. But the founders of this‘ nation 
did not aim by this to impoverish future 
American life by boycotting the Chris- 
tian faith; which most of them confessed, 

From Davenport, Iowa, come similar 
reports of rabbinical intrusion and pre- 
sumption, The school board had author- 
ized the distribution of New Testaments 
to children between ten and thirteen, 
Testaments with which were bound the 
Psalms and the Book of Proverbs, Each 
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child was to get one free, provided the 
parent had consented to his receiving 
it. After a time the board, apparently 
cowed by the protest of Rabbi Good- 
man (Gutmann?), revoked permission. 
Yet the law of Iowa expressly specifies 
that “the Bible shall not be excluded 
from a public school or institution in the 
state.” : 


Our Lord charged the rabbis with 
tithing mint and anise (minute herbs), 
and omitting the “weightier matters of 
the law, judgment, mercy, and faith” 
(Matt. 23:23). These Jewish rabbis, 
who are seeking to silence Christmas 
singing, might well turn instead on the 
Jewish distillers who are ruining this 
our fair land. Jews in America are 
raising $170,000,000 for the development 
of Palestine. One section of the drive 
is led by Jews engaged in ruining Amer- 
ica with drink. Here are the names of 
the committeemen: General chairman, 
L. ‘S. Rosenstiel of Schenley’s; second 
chairman, A. Hammar, president of 
United Distillers of America; third chair- 
man, Lester Jacobi of Schenley’s. Then 
come Fischel of Seagram’s and Distiller 
Seskin, followed by importers, Berns, 
Schulte, and Heim. Next rectifiers, Sam 
Baumwohl and Sam Billik. Follow the 
wholesalers, Goldstein, Alpin, Kaplan, 
Siskin, Gertz, Silver, Fein, Scheunk, 
Levenson. And then, retailers and pack- 
age store keepers, Resnik, Srenco, Herr- 
mann, Lefort, Morell, Aarm, Fruchtman, 
Heilweil, Leventritt, Rosenfeld, Shapiro, 
Weisstein, Lowy, Boguen, Brandenburg. 

Some years ago I noticed in Die Alko- 
holfrage of Berlin a statement announc- 
ing that a Jewish banker in Paris named 
Dreyfus was planning to establish a great 
brewery in Palestine for drenching the 
Near East with beer. Happily the Arab 
League has taken position against the 
continued sale of alcoholic drink. 


The American Museum of Natural 
History is sending an expedition to the 
remote Southeastern French Equatorial 
Africa to take motion pictures of “un- 
spoiled native tribal life.” They are but 
preparing the way, little as they know 
it, for the Gospel, which in time will 
“spoil” heathen cruelty and vileness 
there, too. 

This movement to every tribe and 
tongue goes on constantly” The Africa 
Inland Mission is about to open a new 
mission, this time to the Kipsigis tribe 
of Kenya with its 10,000 people. They 
are also ready to start evangelism among 
the Ukerewe and Ukara people on the 
islands of Lake Victoria. Money is in 
hand to provide the steam launch. 

Mr. W. G. Lewis says of the Ntoroso 
Bible School in Nigeria that a hundred 
in training come from tribes speaking 
different tongues. All have to learn 
Bambara. “How would our Bible schoof 


students like having to learn an unknown’ 


tongue before they could begin study?” 
Mr. W. S. Martin describes the open- 


‘ 
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ness of tribes in French West Africa, 
notably the Samago and Pana. “The 
progress that the Pana people in the 
town of Poro had made in reading and 
in spiritual matters alike, is almost un- 
believable in view of the fact that they 
had had but one visit from missionaries. 
The two former soldiers, who had 
learned to read a little in the army, had 
faithfully taught their people to read 
every scrap of literature we had left 
im their hands. They gave us perfect 
attention. I have never spoker to a 
more intelligent group of people in Af- 
rica, %* people with such open minds 
to drink in the Word of God.” 


The following came to my desk re- 
cently: 

An evangelist, a converted Jew, went 
to be with the Lord, leaving a widow 
and three sons, aged eleven, thirteen, 
and fourteen years, but not enough of 
this world’s goods to defray funeral ex- 
penses. The mother returned to Chi- 
cago to do practical nursing work and 
assist in rescue mission work at night. 

Then the Juvenile Court authorities 
entered the picture, claiming that the 
mother was too impoverished to care for 
her children. The two younger were 
taken from her in spite of her protests 
and placed in a Catholic foster home, 
where their support was paid by the 
court. They were forced to attend Mass, 
but deprived of milk and ‘butter, be- 
cause they had a Jewish father! 

“Most of our cities have. no powerful 
representatives of evangelical Protestant- 
ism to speak up for Protestants in Cath- 
olic controlled courts,” is the conclusion 
drawn. Yet in all the cities of the coun- 
try of any size are church councils con- 
nected with the Federal Council. It is 
the old story — organization to the fin- 
gertips with little done of practical con- 
sequence. 


Mr. Ingleby of Lisbon reports on the 
~ growth of “the hidden church” in Euro- 
pean countries. “In our Lord’s parable 
the pearl was hid in the field, and since 
the days of the catacombs the activities 
of the real church of Christ rarely find 
any space in the press or in histories.” 
Yet this hidden church quietly grows. 
From Spain, in spite of all disabilities 
and hardships, poverty and hunger, a 
growing wave of blessing is described. 
Meetings are coming out of the homes 
again into reopened halls and chapels. 

“In one town, the capital of a province, 
very well known to the writer, the Word 
was preached for many years by a par- 
ticularly gifted missionary, who finally 
left for another district without seeing 
any appreciable fruit. A few weeks ago 


‘ an invitation to visit this town was re- 


ceived: “You need not stay in Hotel 
Roma now. There are twenty-two be- 
lievers here now.” 

Percy Buffard confirms. “The greater 
part of the churches are led by lay pas- 
tors, and are often more flourishing than 
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when they had a paid worker. Here, 
for example, are reports from two Bap- 
tist churches with lay pastors: ‘In both 
towns there is a revival and many con- 
versions. In one church are additions 
almost daily, fifty new members having 
been recéived in a short time.’” (There 
is great need for ,used clothing, outer 
and under wear for men, women, and 
children, and shoes. Relief should be or- 
ganized.) 

Mr. Buffard tells of a Spanish ex- 
friar who has become interested. He 
had long doubted his soul’s salvation. 
His confessor quieted his anxieties by 
telling hinr that there was neither pur- 
gatory nor hell, but that it was necessary 
to preach both, in order that people 
might remember the dead, and the 
clergy benefit financially from the piety 
of the faithful. “Believe what yov like; 
I believe nothing. You had better carry 
on according to custom and practice, if 
only for your owr? good.” 


Mentions is made in World Dominion 
of a great preaching campaign carried 
on in Italy by &Jesuit, Father Lombardi. 
Theaters, halls, and squares throughout 
Tuscany -have been packed to hear him, 
“and by all accounts he has given strong 
meat—and ninety minutes of it at a 
time.” 

“One of the unusual features of his 
work has been his readiness to meet 
opponents in a.contradittorio, or dispu- 
tation. Waldensian ministers were not 
slow to take advantage of this, and 
aroused great interest by their presen- 
tation of a case which was almost un- 
known to the crowds. In some towns 
they were asked to give a full state- 
ment of their position. For instance, at 
the end of December, Pastor Ribet in 
Pisa held a vast crowd enéhralled as he 
refuted Catholic claims and set forward 
the teaching of the New Testament. 

“After his. talk there was a contra- 
dittorio, and for some hours the audi- 
ence followed a lively discussion in 
which the full strength of the evangelical 
position made itself felt. Even the Ro- 
man Catholic protagonist had to admit 
that most Catholics were woefully igno- 
rant of the Gospels, and he was cheered 
when he said that the cult of saints had 
become so excessive in some quarters 
that the figure of Christ Himself was in 
danger of being overshadowed.” 


Pozzuoli in Italy is the old Roman 
town of Puteoli where Paul tarried with 
the brethren for seven days on his way 
to Rome. There is an indomitable Bap- 
tist who is laboring there, and his story 
is told in the Watchman-Examiner. 
Pasquale Rosso was converted to. Christ 
in New Jersey and became a member of 
the Mount Pleasant Baptist Church, 
Newark. After theological training he 
went back to South Italy and partly sup- 
ported himself by teaching English. 
When he began to evangelize he was 
the immediate mark of the priests, as- 
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saulted, and abused. Yet he refused to 
sanction the legal punishment of his per- 
secutors. The result was that he be- 
came known as II Santo (the saint). 
At one time he and his family were, on 
priestly order, evicted from their home 
in midwinter and forced to take refuge 
in a ruined amphitheater, where earlier 
Christians once suffered. Finally, he 
was exiled for four years to the Island 
Tremiti for preaching the Gospel. 

Which in no way stopped his preach- 
ing. The prison population was made 
up mainly of liberals and opponents of 
the Fascist regime. After a time, he was 
able to write to the unjust judge who 
had sentenced him: 

“Dear Sir: Allow me to thank you for 
sending me to this island of confinement, 
While I was in Pozzuoli I had only a 
small congregation to preach to. Now 
I have more than five hundred people 
to whom I can .offer the Gospel.” 

When American troops landed in 
Sicily, he was released and returned to 
his wife and children, who had been 
carrying on his testimony in Pozzuoli 
during his imprisonment. The Third 
Division, U.S.A., was stationed near him, 
and many of the troops were greatly in- 
fluenced by him. Two of his three chil- 
dren are now studying in an American 
college in preparation for medical mis- 
sion work in South Italy. If Paul can 
know what is going on in Puteoli today, 
he may well thank God and take cour- 
age (Acts 28:13-15). 


In the Philippines the Christian busi- 
ness men are at work. In Manila they 
met last year, twenty-five times, at fel- 
lowship luncheons for prayer and plan- 
ning. This is fine, for they 4re of vati- 
ous races, Filipinos, Chinese, and Amer- 
icans. They do tract evangelism at dh 
airline station, on streets, during the in- 
dependence parade, and at other times; 
they also engage in child evangelisth. 
They are to start billboard Scripture- 
posting. A store for religious books and 
Scriptures is now open at 1838 Azcarraga 
St., Manila, under the management of 
the Rev. A. B. Lacanilao, a man of Chris- 
tian zeal. 


Brief Notes 


The school bus question is being raised 
in England. Catholics are demanding 
that free transportation be granted to 
children in parochial schools. In Som- 
erset this has been refused; elsewhere, 
as in Bath and Taunton, it is allowed. 


The greatest lay ministry in Protes- 
tantism is that of the local preachers of 
English Methodism, five out of every 
seven pulpits being filled by laymen. 
Since Methodist Union, however, there 
has been a regrettable decline of seven 
thousand out of 37,300. Church union is 
not, then, a certain pledge of church 
prosperity. In order to revive this min- 
istry, there are 368 training classes for 
preachers and three full-time traveling 
tutors. , 
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Lesson for May 23 


Symbolic Fulfillments of Prophecy 
(Continued from page 407) 


“Art thou he that should come, or do 
we look for another?” As Martha said, 
“I believe that thou art the Christ, the 
Son of God, which should come into the 
world” (John 11:27). The fulfillment 
of this prophetic title took place when 
Christ came to this earth the first time, 
but the complete fulfillment is at His 
second coming. Then, as He said Him- 
self to His disciples and to the high 
priest (Matt, 24:30), He will be “coming 
in the clouds of heaven.” Then all the 
prophecies of every kind will be com- 
pletely and eternally fulfilled, “when the 
Son of man shall come in his glory, and 
all the holy angels with him, then shall 
he sit upon the throne of his glory” 
(Matt. 25:31). 

After the Triumphal Entry Christ said 
to the Jewish leaders, “This is the stone 
which was set at nought of you builders.” 
This refers to Psalm 118:22, “The stone 
which the builders refused is become the 
head stone of the corner.” This one sen- 
tence includes Christ’s first coming and 
His rejection and His second coming in 
glory. There was only a partial fulfill- 
ment of the whole at that time. When 
the crowds cried, “Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord,” it was 
a fulfillment of another verse in the 118th 
Psalm, but a short time later the crowds 
of Jerusalem ‘were crying, “Crucify 
him.” Therefore the Triumphal Entry 


A Christian Mother 
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into Jerusalem was a symbolic guaran- 
tee of the consummation of all Jewish 
history as described in this Psalm and 
in other Scriptures, when the Jewish 
nation shall repent and will be rescued 
from the surrounding armies of the Gen- 
tiles by the coming of the Messiah. 

The arguments used by Peter on the 
day of Pentecost were all based on the 
fact that Old Testament prophecies were 
being fulfilled, but some were not com- 
pletely fulfilled. These fulfillments were 
therefore symbolic and prophetic guar- 
antees of the final fulfillment, Peter de- 
clared (Acts 2:17-21) that the prophecy 
in Joel 2:28-32 was fulfilled. However, 
it is obvious that some aspects of the 
prophecy —the “blood, and fire, and 
vapour of smoke” — were not all fulfilled. 
There is therefore to be a greater and 
more complete fulfillment for the nation 
of Israel in the future as described in Old 
Testament Scriptures. (Joel 2; 3; Zech. 
8; Bsa. 59:21; 60:21; 61:8, 9; Jer. 31:31- 
33; 32:40.) 

Peter said also that Christ fulfilled the 
prophecy in Psalm 16 when He arose 
from the dead; but though Christ de- 
feated death and the grave, when He 
raised Lazarus and others, and rose 
Himself, the prophecy of ‘the resurrec- 
tion in Daniel 12:2 (which is restated 
by Christ Himself in John 5:28, 29) will 
not be fulfilled until the resurrection 
of all the dead, beginning at the resur- 
rection of the saints at the cdéming of 


(Continued on page 424) 


Some of her privileges and responsibilities 


NE of the first Bible mothers that 

comes to mind usually is Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, or possibly Hannah, 
whose faith was so wonderfully re- 
warded in the “pressed down, and 
shaken together, and running over” 
measure of five other children after 
her first-born Samuel; but the story 
that has meant much to my own heart, 
since I became a parent, is the account 
of Samson’s mother. 

What great faith she showed in her 
ready acceptance of the angel’s pro- 
nouncement that she should have a son, 
although, up to that time, she had had 
no children. I feel the outcome of many 
Christian-taught children would be dif- 
ferent if all believing parents approached 
the task of bringing up each child as 
wisely and humbly as did Manoah and 
his wife. Surely he held the key to 
success in spiritual guidance when he 
prayed, “O my Lord, let the man of God 
which thou didst send come again unto 
us, and teach us what we shall do unto 
the child that shall be born” (Judges 
13:8). If we parents look daily to the 
Holy Spirit to “teach us what we shall 
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do unto the child,” we will not make 
compromises that may injure either our 
own spiritual growth or that of our 
boys and girls, 

It certainly is not easy to say no to 
what seems an innocent party, trip, or 
school affair. However, if a mother must 
deny attendance, I think it is impera- 
tive for her to have a form of recrea- 
tion that may be suggested as a substi- 
tute. In an active church fellowship, 
if we adults are participating as we 
ought, there will be adequate oppor- 
tunity for fun as well as worship. At 
any rate, there is always a chance to 
have a simple home gathering, with 
some congenial church young folks, whose 
ideals and idea of fun are in keeping 
with Christian conduct. 

Ever \since that lovely September 
morning when God gave me my son to 
hold in my arms, I have tried often to 
return thanks to Him for the privilege 
of motherhood. As all Christian daugh- 
ters do, I welcome the opportunity each 
Mother’s Day affords to express in a 
material way the gratitude and love I 
hold for my husband’s mother and my 
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own. Still, as a mother myself, I con- 
sider it my joy to make it clear to a 
child what a privilege he is to.me. In 
order not to be misunderstood, I hasten 
to add, of course, that I have been faith- 
ful, to the best of my ability, to teach 
him obedience, self-control, a definite 
knowledge of right and wrong, and re- 
spect for older people, so that he may 
be worthy of our love, being brought up 
in the admonition of the Lord. 

From my limited observation, I feel 
one of our weakest points in Christian 
teaching concerns the earning and use 
of money. Personally, I accept the logi- 
cal system presented in tithing, and my 
son began at six years of age to tithe 
all money that he receives. If we sin- 
cerely believe that the Bible teaches that 
all belongs to God, and is only ours by 
reason of His love and mercy, it natu- 
rally follows that we should desire to 
carry out His clearly defined plan for 
the maintenance of His program in the 
world (Mal. 3:10). 

I am grateful that my mother im- 
pressed on my mind as a tiny child the 
value of pennies and nickels. I was 
never denied money for anything I 
asked to buy, but she had so carefully 
taught the difference between. trifles 
and treasures~ that I never asked for 
anything that I knew Mother would con- 
sider valueless. How much unhappiness 
could be prevented if youngsters 
learned, in their Primary years, the 
proper use of money and the necessity 
of earning it! 

It is underestimating a child’s common 
sense to think he should not be ac- 
quainted with the general knowledge 
of family expenses and income. It is 
a great pleasure to me when I can re- 
port to my boy that we can afford the 
tool, toy, or book that he has been look- 
ing forward to possessing for some time. 
We do it by various means, sometimes 
he uses some Of his money supplemented 
by family funds, or all of his money; 
occasionally we buy something from 
Dad’s pay check without waiting. He has 
a much happier outlook on money than 
a friend he plays with, who is given 
quarters frequently with no restrictions. 
Toys are bought lavishly, yet that child 
is most unhappy, always seeing some- 
thing he doesn’t yet possess, for such is 
human nature when it is not taught 
self-control or relative values. 

We Christian mothers have many re- 
sponsibilities. Our children should be 
taught to pray at home, not just in Bible 
school. We certainly must be faithful 
in our own church attendance, if we ex- 
pect to impress our children with the 
obligation of worship and fellowship. 
Most important of all, I think every 
mother should recognize that she is re- 
sponsible for showing the way of salva- 
tion to her child. We can’t save a soul, 
the Holy Spirit takes care of that, but 
when we tactfully and prayerfully ex- 
plain the plan of redemption whenever 


(Continued on page 425) 
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LESSON 8. MAY 23. THE TEMPLE IN THE NATION'S LIFE 


Ezra 3:10-13; 5:6-17; Psalm 84:1, 2; Ezekiel 11:16; 37:26-28; 44:9-31,; 47:1-12; Zechariah 6:9-15; 


printed text, Ezra 3:10-13,; Psalm 84:1, 2; Ezekiel 11:16, 37: 26-28 
Golden Text.—O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our maker.—Psa. 95 :6 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Ezra 3:10 And when the builders laid the foundation of the 
temple of the Lorp, they set the priests in their apparel with 
trumpets, and the Levites the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to 
praise the Lorn, after the ordinance of David king of Israel. 


11 And they sang together by course in praising and giving 
thanks unto the Lorn; because he is good, for his mercy endureth 
for ever toward Israel. And all the people shouted with a great 
shout, when they praised the Lorp, because the foundation of the 
house of the Lorp was laid. 


12 But many of the priests and Levites and chief of the fathers, 
who were ancient men, that had seen the first house, when the 
foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, wept with 
a loud voice; and many shouted aloud for joy: 


13 So that the people could not discern the noise of the shout 
of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people: for the 
people shouted with a loud shout, and the noise was heard afar off. 


Psa. 84:1 How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lorp of hosts! 
2 My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lorp: 
my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God. 


Ezek. 11:16 Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord Gop; Although 
I have cast them far off among the heathen, and although I have 
scattered them among the countries, yet will I be to them as a 
little sanctuary in the countries where they shall come. 


Chap. 37:26 Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with 
them; and I will place them, and multiply them, and will set 
my sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore, 

27 My tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people. 

28 And the heathen shall know that I the Lorp do. sanctify 
Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for 
evermore. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. lronside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HILE the enlightened Israelite 

W knew that the Most High “dwell- 
eth not in temples made with 
hands” (Acts 17:24), for the Heaven of 
heavens cannot localize Him, much less 
any house that man might build (2 
Chron. 6:18), nevertheless the Temple 
was to him the center of his worship 
and the expression of all that he held 
most dear. In it everything spoke of 
His glory who, from the days of Solo- 
mon to the Captivity, dwelt between 
the cherubims above the mercy seat in 
the holiest of all (Psa. 80:1; 99:1). 
Ezekiel saw that glory depart as he 
gazed in vision upon the sacred city 
so soon to be destroyed by the Chaldean 
army. After the return from Babylon 
there was no ark of the covenant in 
the Temple built under the direction 
of Zerubbabél, but it was, nevertheless, 
the sacred place of worship and a house 
of prayer for all nations (Mark 11:17). 
Now that the typical legal dispensa- 
tion has passed away and the glorious 
dispensation of the grace of God has 
come in, God no longer owns any mate- 
rial building as His special sanctuary. 
His temple now is composed of believers, 
who are “builded together for a habi- 
tation of God through the Spirit” (Eph. 
2:22). Each individual Christian’s body 
is also a temple indwelt by the Holy 
Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19). But it is a great 
mistake to treat carelessly and irrever- 
ently any building dedicated to the serv- 
ice of God, where His people gather 
together for worship and testimony. Our 
children should be taught to behave 
themselves quietly and reverently and 
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given to recognize the sacredness of 
the house, be it a grand cathedral or 
a simple chapel where the Word of God 
is preached and the voice of praise and 
prayer ascends heavenward. 


The Historical Setting 


The Temple was rebuilt under the 
permission of King Cyrus, the Persian, 
about 536 B.C. It was far less ornate 
than the grand sanctuary built by Solo- 
mon, but it had a very important place 
in the life of the nation. The Eighty- 
fourth Psalm expresses the appreciation 
that the pious Israelite had for the house 
of the Lord. Ezekiel prophesied during 
the seventy years’ captivity. He spoke 
of Jehovah’s care for His scattered peo- 
ple, and was given a marvelous vision 
of the millennial temple to be con- 
structed when the King returns to Mount 
Zion. 


Verse by Verse 


Ezra 3:10.—‘When the builders laid 
.the foundation of the temple ... they 
set the priests .. , to praise the Lord.” 
To the returned remnant it was an evi- 
dence of the divine favor when they 
were permitted to begin rebuilding the 
Temple of God at Jerusalem. The lay- 
ing of the foundation was accompanied 
with music and songs of praise. 


Verse 11—“All the people shouted 
with a great shout, when they praised 
the Lord.” They did not hesitate to ex- 
press outwardly the joy that welled 
up in their hearts when they saw the 
first part of the work of restoration ac- 
complished. 

Verse 12.—“Many ... that had seen 
the first house ... wept with a loud 
voice; and many shouted aloud for joy.” 
Aged men are inclined to look back and 
to contrast present things with what 
they knew of old.. They are naturally 


retrospective. But young people are 
more concerned about the present, and 
they are likely to be more optimistic 
than their elders, so their joy is unre- 
strained by the memories of the past. 


Verse 13.—“The people could not dis- 
cern the noise of the shout of joy from 
the noise of the weeping... for... 
noise was heard afar off.” While old 
and young expressed their emotions in 
different ways, yet all rejoiced together 
at what God had enabled them to ac- 
complish, and because of the fact that 
they would soon have a sanctuary in 
which to reinstate the public worship of 
Jehovah. 


Psar 84:1.—“How amiable are thy tab- 
ernacles, O Lord of hosts!” This was 
the expression of the pious Israelite’s 
heart as he thought of attending upon 
the services of the sanctuary. For 
“amiable” we might perhaps read “de- 
lightful.” It should be the delight of 
our hearts to gather with the people of 
God in the place devoted to worship 
and the ministry of the Word. 

Verse 2—“My soul longeth . ... for 
the courts of the Lord.” It was not 
merely a sense of duty that moved this 
man toward the Temple. His whole 
being cried out for the living God, whose 
sanctuary it was. 

Ezek, 11:16—‘“Although I have scat- 
tered them ... yet will I be to them 
as a little sanctuary in the countries 
where they shall come.” Even when de- 
prived of their Temple privileges, God 
Himself would be sufficient for all who 
turned to Him ia sincerity. It is always 
a holy place where the soul meets with 
God and enjoys fellowship with Him. 


Chap. 37:26.—“I . . . will set my sanc- 
tuary in the midst of them for ever- 


more.” This will be fulfilled when Is- 


rael shall be restored to God and to their 
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Lesson for May 23 


land, when they recognize in the Jesus 
their fathers rejected, their true Messiah 
and Saviour. Then a pure worship will 
be re-established in Jerusalem and the 
glory of the Lord will again be mani- 
fested in His Temple, 


Verse 27.—“I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people.” Many such 
promises and assurances abound in the 
writings of the prophets. God has 
pledged His Word to bring Israel back 
to Himself and to set Hig tabernacle in 
the midst of them. 

Verse 28.—“The heathen [nations] 
shall know that I the Lord do sanctify 
Isracl, when’ my sanctuary shall be in 
the midst of them for evermore.” The 
nations that have despised and afflicted 
Israel throughout the centuries of their 
dispersion shall recognize them as 
favored of the Lord when His Word is 
fulfilled and His sanctuary is established 
among them. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Of old, God’s house was a material 
building, in which sacrifices were offered 
and where His priests officiated as the 
ministers of religion. This Temple was 
the center of Israel’s wegship and was 
dear to every godly Israelite’s heart. 
Now, God’s house is composed of living 
stones, of redeemed men and women, 
builded together and cemented into one 
by the work of the Holy Spirit. When 
Christians come together as a worship- 
ing company, they should be character- 
ized by that same spirit of reverence 
that was seen in God’s people of old 
as they gathered in His Temple. 


Lesson Outline 


1. Joy and sorrow mingled as the Tem- 
ple was being restored (Ezra 3: 
10-13) 

2. Delight in the worship of God (Psa. 
84:1, 2) 

3..The Lord Himself becomes a sanc- 
tuary for those who seek His face 
(Ezek. 11:16) 

4. The sanctuary in the midst of re- 
stored Israel (Ezek. 37: 26-28) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Irreverence is one of the most out- 
standing sins of our age. Children are 
brought up with no sense of the holiness 
of God, nor any respect for the place 
where His people come together for spir- 
itual exercises. The result is ever- 
increasing indifference to and disregard 
for holy things. It should be the respon- 
sibility of Christian parents, and all 
teachers of youth, to instill into the 
hearts. of the young a sense of what is 
due to God and of reverence for every 
place set apart for worship. It is to 
be feared that the easygoing familiarity, 
which many manifest toward the things 
of God, is going to bear bitter fruit in 
days to come. Let us ever seek to foster 
a sense of the holiness of all that per- 
tains to God and to that which takes the 
place of the sanctuary of old. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
7. May 16.—Malachi Demands Sincere 


Religion Malachi 


Next Week’s Lesson 
9. May 30.—Daniel Stands By His 
Convictions (Temperance Lesson). 
Daniel 1 








Summaries and Applications 


The first work of the returned remnant 
was the restoration of the Temple of 
the Lord. To them it was the symbol 
of Jehovah’s presence among them. 

It is useless to weep over the failures 
of the past. Let us rejoice in what God 
is doing for us now and look on in hope 
to the future. 

When the Lord Himself is known and 
loved, the assembly of His saints will 
be a hallowed place and one in which 
the soul finds joy and delight. 

If churchgoing is irksome and unpleas- 
ant, it indicates eitHer a low condition 
of soul on one’s own part, or an unhappy 
state of affairs among those who gather 
together in the name of the Lord. 

The Temple of God was to be kept 
holy. It was not for any secular use. 
So the believer is-to be holy because 
his body is the temple of the Spirit of 
God. 

We cannot afford to neglect the as- 
sembling of ourselves together to wor- 
ship God. We need fellowship and we 
are helped Godward by meeting with 
those who love the Lord. 

CHICAGO. 

ve 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, lil. 
‘HO established and organized the serv- 
ice of music in the worship of God? 
2. What was the first hymn sung in 
connection with the public worship of God? 
3. Why the weeping of the ancients? (Ezra 
3:12, 13.) 


4. Does the passionate longing expressed 
in Psalm 84:1, 2 represent the universal 
attitude of Israel toward the house of God? 


5. What dangerous practice is too often 
resorted to in order to make the house of 
God attractive to the crowds? 


6. What was the supreme attraction for 
the Psalmist in the house of God? 


7. What shall we do if we are shut away 
from the house of God—by sickness, by 
distance, and so forth? 


8. What are the terms of the covenant 
mentioned in Ezekiel 37:26? 


9, When will the promise of Ezekiel 37: 
27 be finally realized? 


10. What is the difference between the 
sanctuary and the Tabernacle? 


(Answers on page 423) 
bd 


Do not have your concert first, and 
then tune your instruments afterwards. 
Begin the day with the Word of God and 
prayer, and get first of all into harmony 
with Him.—Hudson Taylor. 
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& Prayer Before the Lesson.—Father 
in Heaven, who dost live and love for- 
ever, we praise Thee for the goodness 
that ever flows from Thee into our lives. 
We bless Thee for the patience Thou 
dost show toward us who so often wan- 
der away from Thee, Fix our hearts, 
Lord, in unfaltering faithfulness to Thee. 
Forgive all past sin and failure, and 
make it our delight to serve Thee. Help 
us to abound in every good work, and 
bless us in our study of Thy Word today. 
Inspire the worship of Thy people in 
all the earth, and join as one the hearts 
of all who love Thee. Bless the en- 
deavors of godly men to promote right, 
to relieve suffering, and to overthrow 
wrong. Hold in check the forces that 
would plunge the world into strife, and 
teach all men to do justly and to follow 
peace. Call forth the men needed to 
take the Gospel where ét has never been 
heard, and bring in the day when all 
men shall know Thee, from the least to 
the greatest, for the sake and glory of 
Thy Son. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—During the war a 
number of young people wrote me say- 
ing how much they missed their home 
church and its services of worship. They 
would say, “You never know how much 
your church means to you till you can- 
not be there.” That is the way it was 
with the people in today’s lesson. For 
seventy years the Jews had been com- 
pelled to live in a foreign land amid 
the false worship of the heathen. How 
they had missed God’s house and its 
worship then! They knew most how 
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much that worship meant in their lives 
when their sacred Temple lay in ruins 
and they themselves were far off in a 
heathen land. When at last the time 
came that they could return to their 
own land, they soon got busy at rebuild- 
ing God’s house. The day the foundation 
was laid was a day of great joy because 
it brought nearer the time when the 
worship of their fathers would be theirs 
again. 

Perhaps some of you never attend 
the worship service of the church. You 
go to Sunday school, and that is good. 
But to add to it attendance every Lord’s 
Day at the church service is better. Per- 
haps others of you attend the church 
service more because you have to than 
because you wish to do so. Let me tell 
you that some day the memories of 
time spent in God’s house will be most 
precious. The lovely hymns, the ear- 
nest messages, the godly people you meet 
where God is worshiped are all enrich- 
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ing your life and mean far more to you 
than you now know. Did you ever think 
what kind of country this would be if 
no one worshiped God, if life were all 
work and play, with no time and place 
to worship and pray with others? We 
would not wish to live in that sort of 
land. All the best we have in this coun- 
try is tied in with the Bible and the 
Gospel, with the church and its worship, 
So do not hurry away as soon as Sun- 
day school is over, but join those who 
stay for the church service. “O come, 
let us worship and bow down: let us 
kneel before the Lord our maker.” 


Vancouver, B. C., CAN, 
we 


The Busy Men’s Comer 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And all the people shouted with a 
great shout, when they praised the Lord, 
because the foundation of the house ,.. 
was laid” (Ezra 3:11).—A firm for which 
I worked in the city of Chicago desired 
to construct a very large building. A 
proper foundation was absolutely essen- 
tial, for the soil of the selected site was 
loose and soft. Curious crowds gath- 
ered daily to watch the efforts of the 
builders as they laid the foundation. 
Work would be started, then a test made; 
that work would be torn out and an- 
other effort made. Test after test was 
given without satisfaction until the 
builders went down to solid rock, which 
stood the severest test. What a “hur- 
rah” went up when that foundation was 
laid! Soon the superstructure -would 
be built and the place opened for busi- 
ness. 

When the foundation which the re- 
turned remnant of Israel built was com- 
pleted, a loud “Hallelujah” — not “hur- 
rah” — sounded out, “Hallelujah” means 
“Praise the Lord!” 

The Remnant’s joy abounded, for they 
knew a superstructure would soon be 
reared on the finished foundation, and 
God would again dwell in their midst 
(Exod. 25:8); and they could worship 
and serve the Lord according to His 
revealed will in the place which He 
had chosen to place His name! — 


“But many of the priests and Levités 
and chief of the fathers, who were an- 
cient lor elderly] men, that had seen 
the first house, ... wept with a loud 
voice; and many shouted aloud for joy” 
(Ezra 3:12).—We must not conclude that 
the weeping was that of pessimists, and 
the shouting that of optimists; for all 
these people were confident they would 
soon have a temple. The difference 
here was‘that of age and youth. The 
aged people had seen the exceedingly 
magnificent Temple which King Solomon 
had built to the Lord. This, which they 
now beheld was as nothing in compari- 
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son. But the young men had been born 
in Babylonish captivity, and had never 
seen anything but idol temples. This 
simplified form of the temple of the 
Lord eclipsed all the beauty of heathen 
shrines in their estimation. 

It is grand when oldsters can blend 
their moans of disappointment over the 
present size of the work, with the shouts 
of the youngsters that something in the 
right direction has been done, so that 
observers cannot distinguish between 
the groans and the shouts! 

Too many elderly people, when view- 
ing the commencement of a revival in 
a place, continually harp on the small- 
ness of it compared to what they saw 
in their day. They seem to forget that 
Solomon, the builder of that first Tem- 
ple is saying to them, “Say not thou, 
What is the cause that the former days 
were better than these? for thou dost 
not enquire wisely concerning this” 
(Eccles. 7:10). 

Job spent too much valuable time in 
this fruitless pastime (Job 29), not 
knowing that very shortly the Lord 
would turn his captivity'and give him 
“twice as much as he had before” (chap. 
42:10). 





May 8, 1948 


Qne unknown poet possessed the right 
spirit and exclaimed: 

They sigh when talking of the past, those 

days that used to be, 

As if the future were not bright with 

immortality ! 
Continuing, he wrote: 

It is not years that make men old; the 

spirit may be young, 

Although for threescore years and ten the 

wheels of time have run; 

We know God has recorded in His blessed 

Book of truth, 

That those wM6 wait upon the Lord, they 

shall renew their youth. 

“My soul longeth ... my heart and 
my flesh crieth out for the living God” 
(Psa, 84:2).—Notice David is not saying, 
“Oh, how I long for my palace, my 
crown, my scepter, my kingdom,” but for 
the living God in His amiable or “lovely” 
tabernacles. Someone has pointed out 
that the word “crieth” is a very strong 
word, meaning to cry as a child cries 
when it is genuinely hungry, when every 
whit of the child cries, hands cry, and 
face cries, and feet cry! Such a sight 
was common in war concentration 
camps! And, thank God, in those same 
camps were men and women who cried 
with “soul,” “heart,” and “flesh” for the 
living God. 
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he builders laid the foundation of 
the temple of Jehovah.” (ézra 3:10,2w) 
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Summer Camps and Conferences 








MONTROSE BIBLE CONFERENCE 
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July 2 through September 6, Labor Da 


Come t6 the cool, beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains 
for a Christian vacation you wish would never end. 
Montrose, located in the northeastern part of Pennsy]l- 
vania, eight miles off the famous Lackawanna Trail, 

miles north of Scranton, Pa., and 22 miles south 
of Binghamton, New York, is easily accessible by train, 
bus, or automobile. 

Some of this summer's speakers are: Col. F. J. Miles, 
Rev. Wm. A. Dean, Rev. Leland Wang of China, Mrs. 
Ruth Stull, Rev. Bob Munro, Rev. Myrddin Lewis of 
England, Mr. Erling C. Olsen, Dr. Albert Hughes, Rev. 
Howard W. Oursler, Dr. Leonard Lewis, Karl Steele, 
the Christian artist, Eureka Jubilee Singers, and others. 

All afternoon free for rest and recreation. A director 
of athletics arranges games, tournaments, hikes, etc. 
* Accommodations include hotel rooms with private 
bath, rooms with connecting bath, rooms with hot and 
cold running water, and dormitories. 

Write today for illustrated booklet giving full details, 
list of speakers, weekly program. Address 


W. Douglas Roe, Executive Secretary 
Montrose Bible Conference . Montrose, Pa. 


Lahe TEN WEEKS 
Bible and Missionary SUMMER 


Conference CONFERENCE 


Come for refreshment in the Word of God and for 
physical relaxation in the restful atmosphere of 
Gull Lake. 


The program centers in scholarly expositions of 


the Word by Spirit-filled teachers. 


Daily — Missionary messages and special meet- 
ings for children. 


Facilities and recreation for all ages, for families, 
and for groups. 


Speakers: Gerald L, Stover; Oswald J. Smith; L. 
E. Maxwell; Simon A, Forsberg; R. C, Me- 
Quilkin; Wm. McCarrell; George Schmeiser; 
H. A. Ironside; Carl Armerding; Howard 
Sugden and Vincent Bennett. 


For programs write: 


Gull Lake Bible and Missionary Conference 


480 Cheshire Drive, SS Grand Rapids, Michigan 











Vacation in the mountains this summer! 


North Mountain 
Bible Conference 


RED ROCK, PA. (near Wilkes-Barre) 


JUNE 28th to AUGUST 15th 





Speakers and Leaders 


William Allan Dean, Albert Hughes, Earl Tschudy, 
William McCarrell, Ralph Boyer, Louis Bauman, Paul 
Bauman, Roy L. Brown, Lehman Strauss, Clarence 
Mason, et al. Special musical features each week. 





Excellent accommodations; beautiful, restful, healthful 
surroundings; good food. Afternoons free for recreation. 





For free illustrated folder, write 


ROBERT W. LANCASTER, Director 
Bax 22 - - ° Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 











Conferences centering in Christ result in Christ- 
centered lives. For many years this vital fact has 
been unmistakably and continuously verified in 


VICTORIOUS LIFE 


Conferences held at 


AMERICA’S KESWICK 
Keswick Grove, N. J. ase 


The new William Raws Memorial Building is now 
complete, and many comforts have been added for the 
convenience of guests. 


Spend your vacation or a part of it at Keswick. 
Two beautiful lakes available for swimming and 
canoeing. Other recreation such as tennis, concrete 
shuffleboards, croquet, baseball, hiking through the 
pine woods, etc., help to make your vacation beneficial 
in every respect. 

Write to Victorious Life Conference, Keswick Grove, 
N. J., for program showing list of conferences, speak- 
ers, rates, etc. 























— ae eee 








$< = 


416 (12) 





Summer Camps and Conferences 


Gome to the Colonade Rockies 
‘for Your Conference- Vacation 


Beautiful Red Feather Lakes Bible Con- 
ference invites you to a Uelightful time of 
spiritual, mental, and bodily refreshment. 


JULY 10 to 18 


Full programs for Adults, Young People, and 
Juniors under noted Bible teachers. Funda- 
mental fellowship, good food, comfortable 
accommodations, low rates. Write today for 
free illustrated leaflet. Wm. D. Ward, 489 
S. Sherman St., Denver 9, Colorado. 








“A Bible Camp That Is,Different”’ 


GITCHE 
GUMEE 


Eagle River — Northern Michigan 
FIVE WEEKS 1948 July 25-Aug. 29 


A REFRESHING VACATION 














Beautiful North Woods Retreat on shores of Lake Superior 
= Cool - Restful - Secluded - Relief from Hay Fever - Mag- 
nifie- nt scenery - Good fishing and Recreation of all kinds 
- Good Food - Comfortable acc dati - Good 
Roads - Reasonable prices. 





Spirituality 

. Christian fellowship in familylike atmosphere - High 
standards - Good music - Fine speakers including Rev. 
Harold Street, Rev. Malcolm Cronk, Rev. Howard Keith- 
ley, Rev. Ed. Stelling, Rev. Robert J. Kees, and many others. 

“If you come once you'll want to come back” 
Sponsored by Lake Superior Bible Conf. Assn.. 

For programs and information write to 
Rev. John J. Rader, Eagle River, Michigan 


or 
Rev. Charles B. Hart, Stanton, Michigan 





When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in THe SuNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMEs. 








TOCCOA FALLS 
INSTITUTE 


SUMMER SCHOOL CAMP 


High School and Bible College Work 
10 weeks beginning June 7, 1948 


Room, Board, and Tuition, only $100 
for the entire 10 weeks. 


Campus of 1100 acres in the beauty 
spot of Georgia. Approved for vet- 
erans. The school “Where Character 
is Developed with Intellect.” 


Full details free. Write Today 


DR. R. A. FORREST, President 
Toccoa Falls, Georgia 
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James A. Sanaker, in his poem, “Sun- 
day Isn’t Sunday,” says: 

I know a thousand things to do when 
Sunday rolls around, 

But most of them will interfere with wor- 
ship, I have found; 

If I use the day for pleasure, I leave 
conscience in the lurch, 

For Sunday isn’t Sunday unless I go to 
church. 


A man may tinker with his car, or take 
his shotgun out, 

Or he may grab a rod and reel and try 
to catch some trout; 

A woman has her household tasks, like 
mending socks or shirts, 

But Sunday isn’t Sunday to those neglect- 
ing church. 


We can follow inclination and just loaf 

around all day, 

We eat and sleep and eat some more, but 

take no time to pray; 

The habits of indifference will any soul 

besmirch, 

And Sunday’s never Sunday unless we go 

to church. 

“And the heathen [nations] shall know 
that I the Lord do sanctify Israel, when 
my sanctuary shall be in the midst of 
them for evermore” (Ezek. 37:28).—For 
a detailed description of that Temple 
one must read Chapters 40 to 48 of 
Ezekiel. The permanent existence of 
that glorious Temple in the midst of 
Israel who shall be regathered and re- 
established in the Land of Promise will 
satisfy the nations that the Lord Himself 
accomplished the work. 

Man seems utterly helpless to do any- 
thing substantial toward settling the 
Jews in Palestine. The Balfour Declara- 
tion promised to make that country a 
homeland for the Jews, but when the 
Jews started going there in goodly num- 
bers, immigration was restricted; and 
now the partition plan seems to be aban- 
doned. The Jews’ worst time of trouble, 
the Great Tribulation, still confronts 
them, but after it they shall have all 
the glowing prophecies of restoration 
fulfilled to them by the Lord, 


Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, when you read the 

Scripture text of this lesson, or if 
the teacher reads it to you, one thing is 
bound to impress you, and that is the 
sacredness in which God holds His house 
of worship. Many hundreds of times 
in the Bible the Lord mentions His 
house, in various ways and times and 
seasons, and so far as I have been able 
to discover, He makes it clear in every 
instance that it is a holy, sacred place 
because it is the place where He meets 
His people in a peculiar way. 

I think that the time for today’s les- 
son may be very profitably devoted to 
considering this particular matter, and 
to searching our own attitude and ac- 
tions in it. Of course there is nothing 
holy or sacred about the wood and stone 
of which the edifice is built, or of the 
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pews, the stained windows, or even the 
pulpit (or altar) except as it is asso- 
ciated with and related to the presence 
and the worship of the Lord. But that 
is a very definite and important excep- 
tion. It is the fact of the presence of 
the,Lord, meeting with His people, ac- 
cording to promise, that makes the place 
holy. The church furniture is not essen- 
tial. 


See Jacob out there on a hiil near 
Bethel, fugitive from the wrath of his 
brother whom he had defrauded, sleep- 
ing in the open with a stone for his 
pillow, awaking from the startling 
vision of angels ascending and descend- 
ing a ladder which reached into Heaven. 
Hear him saying, “Surely the Lord is 
in this place; and I knew it not. And 
he was afraid, and said, How dreadful 
is this place! this is none other but the 
house of God, and this is the gate of 
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heaven.” And with holy awe, he took 
his stone pillow and made an altar of it, 
pouring oil upon it (Gen. 28:11-19). 
When you and I go into a worship serv- 
ice, it should be with a deep sense of 
holy reverence for the presence of God, 
for we are meeting Him there by ap- 
pointment. It is a kind of rendezvous. 

I think that in the effort to make 
things attractive to young people who 
are full of life and “pep,” some of our 
church leaders have allowed the services 
of God’s house to drift away from the 
practice of quiet reverence of former 
days. It is hurtful. It stunts the spir- 
itual health and growth which God un- 
doubtedly designs in the services of His 
house. Don’t misugderstand me. I do 
not mean that we should enter church 
with long faces and severe preciseness. 
Far from it. Christians going in for 
worship should be the happiest people 
in the world, and it should show in their 
faces. The face that looks up to God 
in expectation of His blessing should 
show no frowns. But that does not mean 
we should assemble in the same manner 
we would enter the grandstand for a 
football game. 

I sometimes think that a young fellow 
can’t realize how much he can mar and 
spoil a church service by his behavior 
there, by casual conversation and joking 
with those near whom he is sitting. It 
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is disturbing to his neighbors who want 
to take part in the service, and it is dis- 
heartening to the preacher or the leader. 
It is downright discourteous, and shows 
bad breeding. But that is only a social 
stigma. The worst is: it is open sacri- 
lege, and that means flaunting God, Him- 
self —a thing which I am sure no fellow 
would thoughtfully do. Every meeting 
connected with God’s service should be 
characterized by a certain reverential 
behavior. 

Recently I was invited to speak to a 
group of young people who called them- 
selves “Volunteers for the Mission 
Field.” The meeting was in one of the 
church parlors. I was surprised to find 
some of them smoking cigarettes. It put 
a damper on me at once. I had difficulty 
struggling out from under it, and not 
sure that. I did altogether. There was 
an opening prayer. I don’t know whether 
the puffing was suspended for that; I 
didn’t look; but the room“was soon filled 
with smoke. I can understand how the 
smoke which went up from the altars 
of sacrifice was a “sweet smelling 
savour” to the Lord; but I cannot think 
cigarette smoke rises in that class. This, 
doubtless, was exceptional, but it is a 
symptom of the atmosphere of irrever- 
ence which is apparent in many Ways 
in this modern age, as well as a defile- 


. 











(13) 417 


. 


ment of the bodily temples of the Holy 
Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19). 

“The Lord is in his holy temple: let 
all the earth keep silence before him.” 
Fellows, if you want your church serv- 
ices to bring you and others the bless- 
ing God has for you in them, cultivate 
the spirit of quiet and earnest rever- 
ence as you attend them, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


Wuy WE Go To CHURCH 


HIS morning we have a special as- 

signment. I would like each of you 
to write a theme on the subject “Why 
We Go to Church.” There will be a 
small prize for every theme turned in, 
and a special prize for the best one. 
The prize-winning theme will be in- 
cluded in our Fathers’ Day program. 
This is an opportunity to serve the Lord 
with your pen. Perhaps your paper 
will be the means of getting some father, 
who only came for Fathers’ Day, to start 
coming regularly. (This offer of neces- 
sity is limited to my own class of girls. 
—V. D. G.) 


Our topic today is “Why We Go to 
Church.” You are welcome to include 
in your paper any part of the lesson 
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and vacation enjoyment. 


Sunday school. 


DR. JOHN W. BRADBURY 
DR. CLYDE W. MEREDITH 


704 Genesee Building - - 





Fifty minutes from beautiful Niagara Falls... 


Buffalo Bible Conference 
EBENEZER, NEW YORK 


Every accommodation and facility for your spiritual refreshment 


e Good News Camps, July 12 to 31 


(For boys and girls) The best of care and finest of spiritual 
counsel under competent, consecrated leaders. 


e Youth for Christ Camp, Aug. 7 to 14 


(For high school and college ages) Lively, enthusiastic, 
Christ-centered. Designed to meet the needs of youth 


e Sunday School Clinic, Aug. 15 to 21 


(For teachers and officers) Up-to-date presentation of 
methods and administration for the aggressive evangelical 


© General Bible Conference, Aug. 22 to Sept. 6 


(For the entire family) The very best in Bible-centered mes- 
sages from men of God who exalt Christ. 


DR. JOHN H. McCOMB 
REV. H. EMERSON PENT 
REV. RALPH MITCHELL 


For illustrated folder and full details write 
BUFFALO BIBLE CONFERENCE, INC. 


Rev. Clarence S. 
out the season. 


City and return. 
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New England Keswick 


A vacation in the heart of the Berkshires 
July 3 to September 6, 1948 


Rev. J. Chas. Sterne, Rev. James E. Mallis, Prof. Earl 
H. Tschudy, Miss Ruth Paxson, Rev. Wm. A. Ashby, - 
Rev. M. A. Darroch, Dr. 


Georgina Gudladt and party, Rev. Myrddin Lewis, 


Special Music — Mrs. Hulde Andersen, Harpist, and others 


Special Opportunity 
An all-expense YOUNG PEOPLE CONFERENCE 


\ 
Cost $12, registration fee $1 additional, including trans- 
portation by chartered bus to Monterey from New York 


Send for circular - - - 


N. M. TROUT, Secretary 
164 W. 74th Street 


MONTEREY, .MASS. 


Speakers will include: 


H. O. Van Gilder, Mrs. 


Roddy; various missionaries through- 
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Summer Camps and Conferences 


In the Welsh Mountains of Chester County, Pa. 





A It 1. ip d Ch istian cam f bo s and irls, 
pe yt wee yer hy Deodiensts, and Bible 


study Boys’ Camp - June 26 to July 24 
Girls’ Camp - July 24 to August 21 


For information write Bible Club Movement, 1505 
Race Street, Philadelphia , & Pa. 





To Know Christ, and to Make Him Known 


Old Mill Bible Conference 
Brandamore, Pa. 
June 5 to September 4, every Saturday 3.30 and 7.30 
3 Week-end Conferences: 


Memorial Day, May 29 through 3! 
Fourth of July, July 2 through 5 
Labor Day, September 3 through 6 


2 Weeks Children’s Camps, July 18 through 31 
Write Director, Walter Feser, D.D., Coatesville, Pa. 





Vacation for Life 


MOUNT HERMON 


Christian Conference Center of the West 


Leaders: Chas. E. Fuller, Lewis Sperry Chafer, Wilbur M. 
Smith, Wm, Evans, Frank E. Gaebelein. 


For information write direct to 
MOUNT HERMON ASSOCIATION 
Mount Hermon, California 





LAKE LOUISE CONFERENCE 
GROUNDS AND HOTEL 


A LeTOURNEAU FOUNDATION PROJECT 


“A Christian Hotel with a Christian Environment” 


Open year round. Located in foothills of Blue Ridge Moun- 
tains of North Georgia. Good climate summer and winter. 
Conferences scheduled from April 16th through September. 
Winter conference dates available. Write 


A. J. PHILIPPI, Executive Director Toccoa, Georgia 
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that you think would be a benefit. Be- 
fore we talk about why we go to church, 
let us think for a few minutes about 
the place the Temple had in the life of 
an Israelite. 

Israel was the only nation on the face 
of the earth that was in touch with the 
living God.- When the Israelites were 
on their way from Egypt to Canaan, God 
gave Moses the pattern for the Taber- 
nacle that He might dwell among them. 
The Tabernacle was the symbol of God’s 
presence, and went with the Israelites 
wherever they camped. It remained the 
center of worship for the Israelites many 
years after they had entered the land 
of Palestine. 

The Tabernacle was made so that it 
could easily be carried from place to 
place. King David wanted to build the 
Lord a more permanent dwelling place, 
but God said that his son. Solomon 
should have: that honor. So King Solo- 
mon built the Temple, and it was the 
most magnificent building in the world. 

The Temple which was built five hun- 

‘ dred years later, after the Captivity, 
was not nearly so grand as Solomon’s 
Temple had been. Let us read Ezra 3: 
10-13 together. Do you see why some 
of the people wept? If not, then turn 
to Haggai 2:3. 

See how much the Jews cared about 
the\ Temple! Some shouted for joy 
when the foundation was laid because 
the Temple stood for the presence of 
God among them. Others wept because 
this restoration Temple was going to be 











Good Spiritual Food 


‘ 











A New Summer Bible Center in Pennsylvania 


Camps and Conferences June 6 to September 12 


Billy Graham, Cliff Barrows, Percy Crawford, Ralph Mitchell, 
“Mickey” Walsh, Myrddin Lewis, Bert Turner, Clarence Didden, 
Chas. Weigle, Leland Wang, Paul Bauman, Wigdens, Anthony 
Zeoli, Earl Tschudy, James E. Bennet, Lehman Strauss and others. 
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Write for information to P, O. Box 1, York, Pa. 
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Brown, Victoria Demarest, etc. 


Recreation: Swimming, fishing, tennis, campfires, etc. 
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12th Year 


Youth and General Conferences 
Speakers: Paul Rood, Walter Main, Charles Seidenspinner, Bishop Ryan, Pierre Dubose, Roy 


Send for illustrated folder. 


MRS. EDNA MILLS, Registrar, Broadalbin, New York 
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so much less magnificent than the first 
one. But no one was indifferent. Every- 
one was concerned about the house of 
the Lord. 

Do you remember how the enemies of 
the Lord and of Israel tried to hinder 
the building of the Temple? And then 
do you remember the letter King Darius 
sent them commanding them to help for- 
ward the vork in every way possible? 
What did he say would happen to those 
who would not help? (Ezra 6:11.) How 
joyful the Israelites were when that 
letter came! They all worked together 
until the Temple was finished. 

Turn to’ Psalm 84:1, 2. The word 
“amiable” may be translated “lovable.” 
The Psalmist here says that the Lord’s 
dwelling place is to be loved. Then in 
verse 2 he siiows how deeply he him- 
self loved it. How many of us truly 
long for the house of the Lord? 

When the Lord Jesus Christ reigns 
over this earth, the Temple of the Lord 
will again be in Jerusalem, and all the 
earth will recognize God’s presence 
there. We can read about that in Ezekiel 
37: 26-28, 

In addition to the Temple at Jeru- 
salem built after the Captivity, each city 
had its own synagogue where the Word 
of God was read every Sabbath Day. 
Read Luke 4:16. One answer to the 
question, “Why We Go to Church,” is 
that it was the custom of the Lord Jesus, 
when He was on earth, to go to the 
synagogue on the Sabbath Day. Although 
we learn to know Him first as Saviour, 
He is also our great example, and we 
are to follow Him. 

Today the Lord’s dwelling place is in 
His people (1 Cor. 3:16), rather than in 
a building. But when Christians are 
gathered together in His name, He is in 
the midst (Matt. 18:20). The building 
which the Lord thus honors with His 
presence is sanctified thereby, and any 
one who truly loves the Lord would not 
wish to be absent from it. It means 
so much to the Lord to have His people 
gathered around Himself. 

It is a help to us and a help to other 
Christians when we are gathered to- 
gether for worship and prayer and Bible 
study. Turn to Hebrews 10:23-25. 
Notice we are to consider one another 
and to help one another. If we stay 
away from a service, someone else may 
be encouraged to stay away, and it will 
be a downward step for us both. By 
our presence we encourage others. See 
how definitely it says here that we are 
not to forsake the assembling of our- 
selves together. In today’s language this 
Scripture says, “Keep on attending the 
services.” Notice that even in Paul’s 


day there were those who dropped out. 
What a sad mistake that was, and is! 

I know a young man who lost a good 
job because he quit going to church. A 
man with a fine business made the remark 
to a friend of mine that he had his eye 
on this young man. He said, “His father 
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has always been a good customer of 
mine. And I want an upright young 
fellow to learn the business and become 
my junior partner. The young man 
must have heard something of this be- 
cause he said that when he graduated 
from high school he expected to work 
for this firm. Not long after this he 
quit going to church because the other 
boys called him a “sissy.” He began to 
run with an ungodly crowd. The busi- 
nessman said, “I don’t believe that boy 
is made of the stuff I thought he was,” 
and he chose a young man from another 
church. The boy I knew was very much 
disappointed, and he has never’ since 
had such a chance. ,I do not know 
whether or not he ever found out that 
he lost the best business opportunity of 
his life when he quit attending church. 
He lost something else even more im- 
portant. He lost the Saviour’s smile 
and the reward promised to those who 
are faithful. Even if he is saved, he will 
suffer eternal loss. 

Let us never make his mistake. Christ 
is the true center of the Christian’s life. 
His worship and service should be our 
supreme consideration. “How can I help 
but love Him, when He loved me so!” 
“O come, let us worship and bow down: 
let us kneel before the Lord our maker.” 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Honoring God’s House (Ezra 3:10-13) 


HOSE house are we in now? Yes, 

God’s house. Can you think of 
any Bible verses that tell us about com- 
ing to God’s house? “I was glad when 
they said unto me, Let us go into the 
house of the Lord” (Psa. 122:1, Mem- 
ory Verse for February 22). “Bring an 
offering, and come into his courts” (Psa, 
96:8,- Memory Verse for last lesson). 
“Serve the Lord with gladness: come 
before his presence with singing” (Psa. 
100:2, Memory Verse). “Enter into his 
gates with’ thanksgiving, and into his 
courts with praise” (v. 4), If the pupils 
do not think of these, the references may 
be given. On the blackboard draw a 
church (the simple outline of a house, 
with a steeple), two large windows in 
the side, a door at the end, and two lines 
forming a path to the door. On the 
path write “gladness”; on the door, “of- 
fering”; across one window, “singing”; 
across the other, “praise.” 

You need not tell me, but were you 
glad to come here this morning, or did 
Mother make you come? Have you 
brought an offering? Is it a tithe of 
yoyr own money, or just some left over, 
or what Daddy gave you to bring? Im- 
agine Malachi checking up on you about 
this! There was another kind of offer- 
ing we talked last Sunday about bring- 
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ing today. (Honor to parents, a truthful 
tongue, a contented spirit.) Have you 
been saving up for that all week? The 
Lord knows and is happy to receive 
as much as you bring. Have we already 
brov~ht a song of glad praise, or shall 
we do so now? What do we have to 
thank and praise the Lord for today? 
Let us say our thank-you’s in short 
prayers. 

Do you know what our church build- 
ing is made of? Now we will see what 
you know about Old = Testament 
churches: What kind of church did 
Abraham go to when he offered his sac- 
rifices? (Just an altar in the open air, 
Gen, 12:7, 8.) Can you draw one on 
the blackboard? Write “Abraham” under 
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it. When Moses was leading God’s peo- 
ple from Egypt to their new homeland, 
they made a movable church. What 
was it called? (Tabernacle, Exod. 40: 
17.) Exodus 40:19 will help you draw 
a picture for that. Write “Moses” under 
it. When the people were settled in 
their country, King Solomon built a 
grand church, called the Yes, 
we call it the Temple, but Solomon’s 
people called it “the house of the Lord” 
(1 Kings 8:11). As far as I know, it 
had a flat roof. Who will draw a build- 
ing to represent it, and write “Solomon” 
beneath it? What happened to that 
Temple when Nebuchadnezzar captured 
Jerusalem? If you do not remember, 2 
Chronicles 36:18, 19 will tell you. Over 
sixty years passed. Cyrus became king 
over Babylon. What did he do about 
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DEERFOOT LODGE 


Established in 1930 


A Christian Camp for boys at a real hunting and 
fishing lodge on beautiful Whitaker Lake in the 
heart of the Adirondack Mountains. 1800 feet 
elevation. Address 

ALFRED A. KUNZ 
156 Fifth Avenue New York 10, New York 
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at beautiful Medicine Lake 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Dr. Paul S. Rees, President 
August 2 to 15, 1948 


“Where Soul and Body Find Renewal” 





A Refreshing Time of Blessing at 


The Erieside Bible Conference 
East 315th St. and Lake Shore Blvd. 
Willowick, near Cleveland, Ohio 


Conference Dates - July 16th through 25th 


Address: Pastor Charles A. Ohman 
Box 548 Willoughby, Ohio 


CAMP PINNACLE 


A Bible Conference with camps and divisions for all 
ages. Each age group with its own situation and its 
own program. 


Teen-agers, Business and Professional Young People, 
Schoolgirls 7 to 12, Scnocmeys 8 to 12, Adults, 
Families. $15 to $18 per week. rite for circular. 


June 14 to August 30, 1948 
CAMP PINNACLE, R.F.D., Voorheesville, N.Y. 
Helderberg Mountains, altitude 1750 to 2000 feet 
Outstanding Bible Teachers 


VACATION WITH A BLESSING! 


Easily accessible by train or trolley and bus 
from Philadelphia 


BETHANNA 
Bible and Missionary Conference 


Memorial Day Conference May 28 through May 31 
SeasonJuly 1 through Labor Day 
Victory messages for D ngunenw Christian living in to- 
day’s world. tstanding speakers. Christian fellow- 
ship in a homelike atmosphere. Write for folder! 


BETHANNA - Southampton, Pa. 
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the Temple? (Ezra 1:2, 3, 7.) What was 
built first? (3:3.) Draw it on the black- 
board. What was made next? (v. 10.) 
Can you draw the foundation stones 
around the altar? No walls, no roof; 
but they held church service with a 
great celebration. What instruments 
were played instead of an organ or 
piano? (v. 10.) Was there a choir? (v. 
11.) Can you find the name of the an- 
them? Look at Psalm 136 and see if 
you think that may be the song. What 
did all the people do? But some peo- 
ple cried. Why? (v. 12.) 

However, the new church did not get 
built very fast. Haggai and Zechariah 
brought God’s promises, and the build- 
ing was started again. We have, in im- 
agination, visited this church twice. Can 
you remember the great meeting outside 
the Temple in the street, when Ezra read 
the Law to all the people? And again 
some years later, when Malachi scolded 
the priests and people, what was going 
on? Write “Ezra” beneath the altar- 
and-foundation-stones drawing. Now, 
draw our church. Can you give from 
memory the four verses about coming 
to church that were given at the be- 
ginning of this lesson? 

Orono, MAINE. 


May 8, 1948 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditions en which illus- 
trations are accepted may had from 

. $1 is paid for each 


Times for 15 cents a = 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 


Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clip from earlier “Iiustration Round 
Tables.” reference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. ause of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
imit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


Of Doubtful Value—O come, let us 
worship and bow down: let us kneel 
before the Lord our maker (Psa. 95:6, 
Golden Text). Theodore Roosevelt was 
a churchgoer, and on one gloomy Sun- 
day morning he walked three miles to 
attend worship. One of his neighbors, 
noticing this, said to him, “I can wor- 
ship in the fields or anywhere else.” 
“Yes,” replied Mr, Roosevelt, “but no 
one will ever suspect you of it !"—From 
the King’s Business. Sent by M. H. 
James, Toronto, Can, 


Ninety Minutes a Month—Or an 


Empty Lifetime.—And they sang one to: 


another in praising and giving thanks 
unto Jehovah (Ezra 3:11, R. V.). In a log 
church in the hills of West Virginia, I 
have heard the singing of a congregation 
of men and women, poorly clad, over- 
worked, and perhaps undernourished. 
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The Golden Text in Song 
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Robert Harkness is the composer and director of two correspondence courses: ¢ 


No. 1, “Evangelistic Hymn Playing,” 
young people’s meetings, and the like; 


for pianists in church, Sunday school, 
No. 2, “Beginners’ Piano Course in 


Hymn 

Playing,” for those who cannot play hymns and Gospel songs, but who wish to 

learn to do so. Write fcr free details to Robert Harkness, 30 N. Raymond Ave., 
Pasadena 1, Calif, 
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Tears flowed and shouts interfered with 
the singing as they sang such songs as 
“Oh, happy day, that fixed my choice 
on Thee, my Saviour and my God.” They 
had a preacher but once a month, and 
it seemed that God loaned them enough 
Heaven to fill them to overflowing. I 
rejoiced with them, and thanked God 
that people who had no paper on their 
walls or carpet on their floors could 
have ninety minutes of ecstasy once a 
month, which is far more than some 
churchgoers have in a lifetime.—From 
B. H. Shadduck, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by E, M. James Toronto, 
Can. 


Whose House?—The house of the Lord 
(Ezra 3:11). A friend of mine, a min- 
ister, told me that he was once showing 
someone through his church. This per- 
son omitted to take off his hat on enter- 
ing the church. “I hope you don’t mind 
my keeping on my hat?” he said to my 
friend. “I mind? Not at all!” was my 
friend’s reply. “It isn’t my house !”— 
From S. D. Gordon, in Moody Monthly. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Different Country, but Same Senti- 
ment.—And many shouted aloud for joy 
(Ezra 3:12). I have read of a little 
colored boy down in Mississippi who 
was converted to God, and he.was so 
happy he did: not know what to do with 
himself. He laughed, and finally he 
cried out, “Oh, it is sweet, it is sweet 
as molasses!” Yes, you laugh at that; 
but twenty-eight hundred years before 
Israel’s royal singer said, “It is sweeter 
than honey and the honeycomb.” One 
lived in a honey country and the other 
in a molasses country; but the sentiment 
is exactly the same.—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by L. G. James, To- 
ronto, Can.;.and Mrs, M, Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. 


A Chinese Servant’s Sermon.—My soul 
longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts 
of the Lord (Psa. 84:2). An aged Chi- 
nese widow who was a Christian, and 
who had been trained to take care of 
children in a missionary’s home, was 
engaged by a lady in the foreign colony 
to be a nurse for her small children. 
When in the missionary’s home the 
widow had been free each Sabbath to 
go to church. In the new place she did 
not have the Sabbath free, but received 
twenty dollars a month instead of the 
ten she had had before. The food was 
excellent, and her quarters beautiful. 
She loved the children, and they were 
delighted with her Bible stories and 
fairy tales. But one day she said to her 
mistress in the very broken English 
which was, all she knew: “Missie, my 
think no go church not belong good. 
You every day more better give me few 
money. Every Sunday more better I go 
church. Every month you. give ten dol- 
lar no give twenty dollar.” The new 
mistress said she thought she had never 
heard a better sermon, at least not a 
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more sincere one.—From the Presbyte- 
rian. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Eskridge, 
Kans. Prize illustration, 


With Those of Humble Mind.—Al- 
though I have cast them far off among 
the heathen, . yet will I be to them 
as a little sanctuary in the countries 
where they shall come (Ezek. 11:16). 

Jesus, where’er Thy people meet, 

There they behold Thy mercy-seat; 


Where’er they seek Thee, Thou art found, 
And every place is hallowed ground. 


For Thou, within no walls confined, 
Inhabitest the humble -mind; 

Such ever bring Thee where they come, 
Arid, going, take Thee to their home. 
—From William Cowper. Sent by Rob- 

ert S. Wilson, Highland Park, IIl, 


Destined for a Higher Building.—I - 


will... set my sanctuary in the midst of 
them for evermore (Ezek. 37:26). The 
stones from the wall said: “We come 


from the mountains far away, from the 
sides of the craggy hills. Fire and water 
have worked on us for ages, but made 
us only crags. Human hands have made 
us into a dwelling where the children 
of your immortal race are born, and suf- 
fer, and rejoice, and find rest and shel- 
ter, and learn the lessons set them by our 
Maker and yours. But we have passed 
through much to fit us for this. Gun- 
powder has rent our very heart; pick- 
axes. have cleaved and broken us, it 
seemed to us often without design or 
meaning, as we lay misshapen stones in 
the quarry; but gradually we were cut 
into blocks, and some of us were chiseled 
with finer instruments to a sharper edge. 
But we are complete now, and are in our 
places, and are of service. You are in 
the quarry still, and not complete; and 
therefore to you, as once to us, much is 
inexplicable. But you are destined for 
a higher building, and one day you wili 
be placed in it by hands not human, liv- 
ing stones in a heavenly temple.”—From 
the King’s Business. Sent by Howard 
M. Green, Laconia, N. H. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
A House of Worship (Ezra 3:10-13) 


PICTURE of a church on the red 

strip is for today’s lesson. Our 
book is Ezra. You remember we studied 
about Ezra a few weeks ago, how he 
led the people back from being captives, 
back to Jerusalem. Then Nehemiah 
brought men to rebuild the walls. Now 
we are hearing about worship at the 
Temple which was to be rebuilt. They 
had just laid the foundation, and they 
had the priests and the singers, and 
they sang praises, and the people shouted 
with a great shout. But some of the 
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people who remembered the Temple 
which was destroyed wept when they 
saw this foundation laid, for it was not 
as great as the Temple which Solomon 
built. They wept for sorrow and others 
shouted for joy, so that one listening 
could not tell the shout of joy from the 
noise of weeping. 

But they all worshiped God, and 
praised Him for His mercy which en- 
dureth forever. 

Most of us go to some church, and I won- 
der how many of us worship God when we 
are there. People go to church for dif- 
ferent reasons. Some go because they 
have always gone,. their fathers and 
mothers went and trained them to go. 
That is as it should be. But as they 
grow older, they should go because it 
is a place where people meet to worship 
God. Some people go because their 
friends are there. That is right, too, 
for our friends should also be God’s 
friends. But we should think more 
about worshiping God than about meet- 
ing our friends there. 

If we are going to God’s house to wor- 
ship Him, we will not be whispering 
or laughing during the service, we will 
be listening to what the speaker is say- 
ing, we will be singing when others are 
singing, and praying when they pray. 
We will, show reverence and respect to 
our Father who is in Heaven, 

We can worship God in our homes, too; 
and we should read the Bible or have 
it read to us, and we should learn verses, 
many of them. Now, when you are 
little, is the time that it is easy to remem- 
ber verses. We should pray every day. We 
should learn to talk fo God, and learn 
to listen to what He says to us. All this 
ought to be done every day in the week, 

Then on Sunday is the time to go to 
God’s house for the worship service, 
when we all praise Him together, Many 
children go to Sunday school and go 
home again, without ever staying to the 
church service. I’m sorry about that, 
for the Sunday school is a teaching and 
learning service, with very little time 
for worship, and you need the church 
service for worship. You ask your 
mother and daddy if you can’t stay to 
the church service. I’m sure they will 
let you. They may think that you can- 
not understand what is being said, and 
some of it you will not understand, but 
you can get much out of the service; 
and you can worship God through it all. 

You may have a junior church where 
you are, and then you have a worship 
service you can understand and take 
part in, and enjoy. But whatever the 
service, remember to worship God. 
There are many kinds of church meet- 
ings —for study, for prayer, for busi- 
ness— but very few meetings just for 
praise and worship, and God seeks peo- 
ple who will worship Him. The other 
meetings are all necessary, but may you 
never forget to praise and worship God, 

FELTON, CALIF, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 413) 

.1. David the king. (1 Chron. 16:4-6.) 

2. So far as the Biblical record reveals, 
the first hymn publicly sung to God was 
Moses’ song, given in Exodus 15:1-19. 

3..The emotion of the old men was deeper 
bevause of past mories; but see also Hag- 
gai 2:3. 

4. By no means. (See Ysa. 43:22; Mal. 1:13.) 

5, The substitution of entertainment for 
worship. 

6. God Himself (v.: 2; and see Psa. 27:4). 

7. If our hearts really desire Him, then the 
sanctuary will come to us (Ezek. 11:16). 

8. Read them in Jeremiah 31:33, 34 and 
Hebrews 10:16, 17. 

9. In the new Jerusalem. fRev. 21:2, 3.) 

10, The sanctuary is where we approach 
God; the Tabernacle speaks of God’s ap- 
proach to us. Without the Tabernacle there 
would be no sanctuary. Because He came, 
I am invited. to come. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, May 23 


1. The Why of Missions 
(Rom. 10:13-15; Matt. 28:19, 20) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and -are 
used by permission. 


HREE great primary facts give the 
“why” of Christian missions. 

The first is that all men, apart from 
Christ, are lost (Isa. 53:6; Rom. 5:12; 
3:9, 23). 

The second great fact is that God is 
not willing that any should perish (Isa. 
53:6; John 3:16; Rom. 10:13). 

The third great fact is that. all men 
need to be born from above (John 3:3, 
5, 7). They need to have the Son, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, if they are to have 
life, and they have the Son only by 
acceptance of Him, and through the min- 
istry of the Holy Spirit passing from 
death into life, 

ye 


There are a number of contributory 
reasons for missions that add to the 


weight of these great basic facts that we . 


have just named. One of these is that 
believers have been commanded to go 
into all the world and preach the Gos- 
pel to every creature -(Matt. 28:19, 20; 
Mark 16:15). In this age, God has seen 
fit to entrust the propagation of the Gos- 
pel, not to angels, but to human beings, 
saved by grace; and the only way that 
lost men and women will ever learn the 
provision God has made for their salva- 
tion in Christ Jesus is either through our 
going with the Good News; our sending 
the Good News through the printed page 
and through the support of organized 
missionary effort; or by praying the Lord 
of the harvest that He may thrust forth 
laborers into His vineyard. 
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Another “why” of missions is that be- 
lievers have a debt to discharge to the 


unr@ached millions. Paul exclaimed, 
“Woe is unto me, if I preach not the 
gospel!” (1 Cor. 9:16.) . He looked upon 
the Gospel as a sacred trust committed 
to him (1 Cor. 9:17), and which he was 
obligated to pass on to those who had 
never heard (1 Tim, 1:11). 

Still another “why” of missions is the 
fact that some day .we must stand be- 
fore the judgment seat of Christ. If we 
have neglected His command to “go,” 
then we shall be ashamed to stand be- 
fore Him (Rom, 14:10; 2 Cor. 5:10; 1 
John 2:28). Our shame will be not 
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merely a personal discomfiture, but a 
real loss of reward, coupled with the 
fact that we have failed the One gwho 
loved us and gave Himself for us, and 
for all men. 


. 


With these great facts before us as to 
the “why” of missions, we shall do well 
to examine ourselves, and to make sure 
we are doing all that we can to fulfill 
the command that the Lord Jesus has 
left for all believers in this age. It may 
startle us to realize that, if we are fol- 
lowers of the Lord Jesus, His command 
to “go” holds, unless He has definitely 
told us to stay. Naturally, all cannot 
go to the mission field, or enter full- 
time Christian service. God has other 
forms of missionary work. But the dan- 
ger is that we assume thai, because we 
have had@no unusual experience, we have 
no obligation to go. Our responsibility 
is, first of all, to find out what God wants 
of us. We can do this only by going to 
Him and,asking, and telling Him that 
we are ready to do whatever He wants 
done as soon as He shows us what it 
is, and opens the way for us. 

There are some whom God intends 


should stay by the stuff at home, and 


hold the line for those who go into the 
uttermost parts to preach the Gospel. 
Here again our part is to find out what 
God wants of us. If His plan is for us 
to stay, we shall find it is something 
more than singing a few missionary 
hymns now and then, or attending a few 
missionary meetings. * This is a life-and- 
death matter for thousands who sit in 
darkness, and it requires just as much 
effort and concern and prayer on the 
part of those who stay behind as it does 
from those who actually go. If you knew 
that, without some word from you, the 
young man or young woman who sits 
beside you in school, or who works beside 
you in the office or in the shop, would 
step into a Christless grave tomorrow, 
would you say that word? 


bd 


Ask God to show you His great “why” 
for foreign missions which led Him to 
give the most precious thing that He 
had, His own Son, that men might not 
perish, but have everlasting life. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Symbolic Fulfillments of Prophecy 
(Continued from page 411) 


Christ (1 Thess. 4:13-18). Not until 
then, will the words be fulfilled “O 
death, where is thy sting? O grave, 
where is thy victory?” (1 Cor. 15:55.) 
The resurrection of Christ, “the first 
fruits,” is a symbolical guarantee of the 
resurrection of them “that are his.” 

In Peter’s second sermon (Acts 3:22) 
he says that Christ fulfilled Moses’ 
prophecy. “A prophet shall the Lord 
your God raise up . . . like unto me; 
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him shall ye hear” (Deut, 18:15-19). 
The Prophet was raised up, but the Jew- 
ish’ nation did not hear Him and passed 
into centuries of judicial blindness; but 
some day they will hear Him, and “they 
shall mourn for him, as one mourneth 
for his only son” (Zech. 12:10). 

Christ predicted the gompleie destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem and His prophecy was 
fulfilled by the Romans in A.D. 70 with 
appalling literalness. It is commonly 
assumed that this destruction of Jeru- 
salem fulfilled the Old Testament pre- 
dictions of the final destruction of Jeru- 
salem. But there are a number of 
statements both in the Old Testament 
prophecies and in Christ’s Olivet dis- 
course about this event which were not 
fulfilled in A.D. 70. We should therefore 
conclude with Dean Alford and others 
that this destruction of Jerusalem by 
the Roman nation was symbolic of the 
final siege of the city, when all the Gen- 
tile nations shall be gathered together 
to destroy the city and the nation. In 
confirmation of this viewpoint, it should 
be remembered that in Old Testament 
prophecies about the destruction of 
Judah and Jerusalem by the Baby- 
lonians, there are, in all these Scriptures 
relating to the then immediate future, 
other predictions which can apply only 
to a more distant future, when the King- 
dom of’ God will be established. These 
Scriptures have never been fulfilled. 
This same law is trug@of Christ’s Mount 
of Olives discourse. Some men try to 
make it apply chiefly to the past, others 
to the future. Primarily much of it was 
fulfilled in A.D. 70, but other statements 
were not fulfilled then. They can refer 
only to a still future time. The two 
sieges of Jerusalem, one in the imme- 
diate future, the other, the final siege 
still in the future, must be kept in mind, 
If this law of Hebrew prophecy is re- 
membered it will eliminate much confus- 
ing discussion. 

The blessings promised to come to the 
world and to the Jewish nation, which 
were said to have been fulfilled at the 
birth of John the Baptist and of Christ, 
had incomplete fulfillments. “Peace on 
earth” did not come to the world. 
Neither Jews nor Christians were “saved 
from our enemies, and from the hand of 


* all that hate us,” as promised “to our 


Father Abraham” (Luke 1:71, 73). The 
forerunner and the Messiah were re- 
jected and slain. The only answer to 
the sneers of skeptics is to recognize 
the fact that these fulfillments, like so 
many of the events of Christ’s brief life 
on earth, were symbolic and prophetic 
guarantees of the final and complete 
fulfillments. 

According to Thayer’s Greek Lexicon, 
the greater part of all the Scriptural 
statements in the New Testament in 
regard to “the Kingdom” associate it 
with the personal return of Christ in 
Glory. 

Therefore, all the other references to 
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the Kingdom, which suggest that it began 
or appeared on the earth during Christ’s 
life, agree with the theme of this article 
that those fulfillments of the Old Testa- 
ment prophecies were partial, local, and 
symbolic guarantees of the time. when 
there will be a complete, final, and uni- 
versal fulfillment of all prophecies about 
the Kingdom, at the return of Christ. 


Just as all of Christ’s partial and sym- 
bolical fulfillments were literal and 
physical as well as spiritual, so also will 
the complete and final fulfillment be 
literal and physical and spiritual. Christ’s 
body had a physical resurrection. He 
said after this resurrection, “A spirit 
hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me 
have.” The promise of the angels, “This 
same Jesus, . . . shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven,” can never be fulfilled by a purely 
“spiritual coming.” 

Christ’s miraculous, symbolic fulfill- 
ments of Old Testament predictions bind 
the whole Bible into a unit, from the 
first predictions of His coming, made 
in the books of Moses, to the completion 
of God’s revelation of redemption in 
the new earth and the new heaven of 
Revelation (21:1). Unless one realizes 
the eternal relation between the Old 
Testament predictions and -their partial 
symbolic fulfillment in the Gospels and 
their complete fulfillment in the future, 
he will miss the unity of the Bible “as 
the Revelation of Redemption in order 
to the Kingdom.” 

The fact that Christ claimed to have 
fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies, 
written hundreds of years before His 
coming, proves the supernatural char- 
acter of the “Holy Writings.” 

It proves the deity of Christ, because 
the Messiah is described in the Old Tes- 
tament as God, and He fulfilled the 
prophecies. 

It is the irrefutable argument on which 
Christ based His claims. It was the 
argument that converted thousands of 
Jews to Christ when Peter preached on 
the day of Pentecost. It was the argu- 
‘ment used by the Apostle Paul when- 
ever he preached in any synagogue in 
the Roman Empire. 

It started the Christian Church and 
proves the truth of the New Testament. 
The fact that Christ partially and tem- 
porarily fulfilled these Scriptures is the 
proof and the absolute guarantee that 
He is able, when He comes “in his King- 
dom,” “with clouds,” “in his glory,” 
“with all his holy angels,” to fulfill com- 
pletely all the promises in the Old Tes- 


. tament. 


All those who deny Christ’s state- 
ments about His fulfillments of the Old 
Testament, all who try to minimize or 
deny the inspiration of the Old Testa- 
ment or the deity of Christ, or the pre- 
dictions of Christ about the future which 
are repeated and enlarged all through 
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the New Testament —all these stand in 
eternal antagonism to the words of Him 
who said, “He that rejecteth me, and 
receiveth not my words, hath one that 
judgeth him: the word that I have 
spoken, the same shall judge him in the 
last day” (John 12:48). 


GERMANTOWN, PHILA., Pa. 


we 


A Christian Mother 
(Continued from page 411) 


an opportunity presents itself — and they 
are many, for children’s hearts are most 
receptive — we can peacefully leave the 
results with Him. 

It is so important that we keep our 
example as consistent as our words. I 
am as careful to apologize to my son 
for an unkind word spoken when tired, 
as I would to my husband. We both 
often read over the “fruit of the Spirit” 





(21) 


425 


PASTOR'S 
INDIVIDUAL 


COMMUNION SET 


Complete outfit for administering the 
Sacrament in the home to the sick or shut-in 


@ Well arranged outfit of convenient size. 
Contains tray of 6 glasses. 
wine flask and bread plate 
with cover in Morocco 
grain leather, plush-lined 
case. No Pastor should 
be without one of 
these handy sets. 
Price $10.50. 
Name in gold let- 
ters on case, per 
line extra 75c. 


At your dealer. 
Catalog free 


WILLIAM H. DIETZ, INC. 


10 South Wabash, Dept. 16 Chicago 3, iil. 




























for the toss. 


Fervent in Spirit... 


Eyeerrnecrce: annually makes 


to the world that greatest of con- 
tributions — the consecrated lives of 
educated Christian young manhood and 
womanhood. She fits them with strong 
bodies, trained minds, and with a spirit 
strong in the Lord. Each one costs her 
double the tuition received. But the 
success thus achieved in turn makes them 
the strong supporters of their Alma 
Mater during future years. They are 
her real background. 


Consequently, your investment in a 
Life Annuity Contract with HUNTING- 


The Gospel Volunteers, a student organization of 
earnest and enthusiastic Christian workers who make 
frequent trips to out-of-town communities. — Ready 


TON COLLEGE is 
much safer than any 
similar commercial 
venture. Such a contract does not fluctu- 
ate in value, even during severe financial 
depressions, as do stocks, bonds, real 
estate mortgages, and other so-called 
“safe” values. 


In fact, the rate of life income from 
such an annuity is higher with elderly 
persons than that of any other strictly 
first class security. You may act as your 
own exetutor, with the supreme satisfac- 
tion that your funds are already invested 
in the future work of an expanding 


Ie will pay you well to investigate promptly. Ad- 
dress Office of The President, 2037 College Avenue. 
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Includes all teaching 
material needed for 
entire ten day period. 
Comes complete for 
teachers and students 
of all departments. 


SAVES TIME—SAVES MONEY 
This true to the Bible DVBS course is complete in 
itself and brings the latest teaching methods to 
your school at lowest cost. Only $2 per teacher, 
24c per student. 

Order from your bookseller, or address Dept. F.4 
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delphia 5, Pa. 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


(Gal. 5:22, 23), and admit to each other 
how far short we fall. 

Dr, George Truett used to tell a beau- 
tiful story concerning his mother that 
was one of the clues to his source of 
power as a mature Christian. He was 
one of a large family of boys, brought 
up on a farm. Often, when the older 
boys and his father went out to work, 
George would notice his mother had 
tears in her eyes. When he asked why 
she was crying, she would reply, “You 
wouldn’t understand, dear. Just watch 
little brother for a little while. I must 
go alone for a moment.” In a short 
while, his mother came back, always 
with a smile on her face, singing a 
hymn, 

One day George decided to follow his 
mother, unnoticed. She went out into 
the orchard and knelt down under a 
tree. When George got near enough to 
hear her voice, he realized she was pray- 
ing, “O Lord, I can never rear this house- 
ful of boys without Thy help. I cannot 
answer their problems unless Thou art 
with me. Help me bring up my boys.” 
With awe George crept back to the 
kitchen and little brother. He testified 
that he never forgot the humble prayer 
his mother uttered day after day in be- 
half of her boys, 

Both privilege and responsibility fade 
into insignificance with me in compari- 
son to the great joy of motherhood (Psa. 
113:9). Every day is an adventure when 
a developing heart, mind, and body is 
living in the home. “A Christian mother 
and father, who manifest love for God 
and for each other, can make the hum- 
blest home a great memory for the chil- 
dren. In our household, Daddy supplies 
the development of a sense of humor, 
but we all join in the laughter and try 
to think up the little jokes and kindly 
teasing that make for family fun. 

I covet for my son, and every boy 
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and girl, a glowing, growing faith, but 
I know it can come to pass only as we 
parents daily submit ourselves more and 
more to His will that the Spirit may 
manifest His program to us as a family 
(Josh, 24:15c). 


Hanover, N. H. 


Me 
With the New Books 


Keys to the Word. By A. T. Pierson, 
D.D. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $1.50.) Here in con- 
densed form is the fruitage of the labors 
of a great Bible teacher and writer of 
some years ago. The Introduction gives 
a course on the “Laws of Bible Study,” 
with the three rules, search, meditate, 
compare. Here, too, are given the twelve 
conspicuous symbols of the Word of 
God. It is a mirror, laver, lamp and 
light, milk, bread, strong meat, honey, 
gold, fire, hammer, sword, and seed. 
Then follow a brief, compact study of 
each book of the Bible, an analysis of its 
contents and teachings, its divisions, and 
the key word and key verse of each 
book. 


Chapman’s Choice Outlines and Ilus- 
trations. By J. B. Chapman, D.D. (Zon- 
dervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, 
Mich., $1.25.) These sermon and Bible 
study outlines, illustrations, quotations 
which can be used as sermon “starters,” 
and a final section of quotable poetry 
are intended to help preachers and 
teachers. If used for suggestion and 
stimulus, and not as a homiletic crutch, the 
book will prove very helpful. Dr. Chap- 
man is general superintendent of the 
Church of the Nazarene; he is evange- 
listic and premillennial. We note that 
the poem, “The Secret,” is credited to 
the Baptist Examiner rather than to its 
author, Bishop Ralph S. Cushman. An 
index would have’ greatly enhanced the 
usefulness of the book, but nevertheless 
it will prove rewarding to the one who 
browses through it in search of inspira- 
tion and ideas. 


Jehovah’s Witnesses. By Dan Gilbert, 
LL.D. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., 25 cents.) The author 
has acquainted himself with ten thou- 
sand pages of literature published by 
the sect, and quotes freely from all their 
writings. He shows how they abuse 
Scripture, slander the name of Christ, 
and belittle the Cross. He explains why 
their adherents are so untiring and coura- 
geous in their preaching. The reader 
will be disappointed that page references 
are not given for the quotations from 
the various books. 


Addresses on the First and Second 
Epistles of Thessalonians, By H. A. Iron- 
side, Litt.D. (Loizeaux Bros., New York 
10; $1.50.) It is not easy to write some- 
thing fresh and easily readable on two 





such short books that are so generally- 


well known. But Dr. Ironside has pro- 




















Lesson for May 23 


The Sunday School Times 


President and Editor 
Pamir E. Howarp, JR. 


Executive Vice-President 
Harry J. JAEGER 


Secretary and Treasurer 
D. T. RICHMAN 
Associate Editor. 

Joun W. Lang, JR. 
Correspondence Editor: Emity D. Smrra 
Contributing’ Editors: JoszrH P. Freez, 

Ph.D., Archaeology; Ernest Gorpon, 
Survey, editorials, and reviews. 
Advertising Manager: Rosgrt H. Bloom 





~ Former President 
Pamir E. Howarp, 1903-1946 
Former Editors 
H. Cray Trumsvutt, 1875-1903 
Cuartzrs G. TRUMBULL, 1903-1941 


. Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times: $2.50 per year; 
five years, $10; five or more copies to 
same or separate addresses, $2 each. 
Canada: add 25 cents per year; foreign: 
add 50 cents per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








duced in these ten addresses, given in 
the Moody Memorial Church in Chicago, 
a series of most illuminating and helpful 
messages. The responsibilities of Chris- 
tian discipleship “serving and waiting” 
for the Son from Heaven, and the sig- 
nificance of “the Rapture” and its rela- 
tion to the judgments of God on “the 
day of the Lord” are all most thoroughly 
expounded. The second half of the book 
treats the second Epistle with unusual 
freshness and with much of practical 
application. Ministers and Bible teach- 
ers in Sunday schools will do well to 
add this book to their libraries, if they 
would know these great littie Epistles 
which came from the early days of 
Paul’s ministry. 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 17 to 23 

Meon.—1 Kings 7:48-51. Sol *s Temp 

PrayYerR SuccEsTiIons: “So was ended all 
the work that king Solomon made for 
the house of the Lord.” Foretold by 
the Lord, aided by providential gifts of 
his father, Solomon built @ magnificent 
house for God. God honored that Tem- 
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ple with the cloud of His glory and fire 
from Heaven. He honored those who 
prayed to God with their faces thither- 
ward. A look there was blessed. But 
a' look to Christ saves as well as blesses. 
Pray for the Canadian Mission to Lepers, 
366 Bay St., Toronto, Can. 


Tues.—1 Kings %:27-30. 
Solomon’s Prayer of Dedication. 
PraYER Succestions: “Yet have thou 
respect unto the prayer of thy servant, 
and to his supplication. O Lord my God, 
to hearken unto the cry and to the 
prayer, which thy servant prayeth be- 
fore thee to day.” Solomon’s dedicatory 
prayer provides valuable lessons on pub- 
lic prayer. It was full of heart as well 
as art. Like all true prayers, it brought 
answers from God. The best part of 
prayer is its answers. Do you get an- 
swers to your prayers? Pray for the 
Canadian Scripture Gift’Mission, 33 Ade- 
laide St., W., Toronto 2, Can. 


Wed.—Ezra 8:24-30. 
Gifts for the Second Temple. 
Prayer Succestions: “The offering of 
the house of our God,” Gifts indicate 
the interest of givers in the cause of 
God. They are often worth more than 
the amount given. The widow’s mite 
was greater in the eyes of Christ than 
the gifts of millionaires. She gave out 
of her poverty; they gave out of their 
abundance. What is your dollar value 
of God’s work at home and abroad? 
Pray for the South Africa General Mis- 
sion, Inc., 23 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn 
i ! oe 


Thurs.—Psalm 84. Longing for Worship. 
Prayer Succestions: “My soul longeth, 
yea, even fainteth for the courts of the 
Lord.” The strength of one’s love for 
the Lord determines the intensity of his 
longing for Him. Denial of desired good 
makes a loving heart sick. Such heart- 
sickness for the joys of public worship 
tells the temperature of godly love. Do 
you lament the loss of worship privi- 
leges? Your soul is akin to David's in 
holy desires if you long for God’s courts. 


-The mercy seat is the soul’s best resting 


place. Pray for the Conservative Bap- 

tist Fellowship, 352 Wellington Ave., Chi- 

cago 14. 

Fri.—Ezekiel 37:24-28. 

“My Tabernacle Also Shall Be With Them.” 
Prayer SuccEsTions: “My tabernacle 

also shall be with them.” God put His 

name in the Tabernacle in the wilder- 

ness, in the Temple of Solomon, in the 


*second Temple, and in Christ who taber- 


nacled among men, He dwells by His 
Spirit in the temple of our bodies. But 
according to promise He will dwell by 
Him. The best days for Israel lie ahead, 
The best for believers are in Heaven. 
Pray for Youth for Christ International, 
Inc., 130 N. Wells St., Chicago 6. 
Sat.—Ezekiel 47:1-8. 
Healing Waters From the Temple. 
Prayer SvucacesTions: “Waters issued 
out from under the threshold of the 
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house eastward.” Ezekiel’s vision of the 
waters flowing from God’s sanctuary is 
most instructive. The blessings of Christ 
available through the Gospel are typified. 
Christ is the giver of “living water.” By 
the Spirit of grace all who drink of Him 
become channels of living water. The 
world needs ‘these blessings of grace, 
Are you a channel of blessing? Pray 
for Kansas City Bible College, 7444 State 
Line Rd., Box 7035, Country Club Sta- 
tion, Kansas City 2, Mo. 


Sun.—Psalm 96:1-9. A Call to Worship God. 

Prayer Succestions: “O worship the 
Lord in the beauty of holiness.” Ex- 
hortations to holy living are always em- 
bodied in all God’s calls to worship. He 
seeketh such to worship Him who wor- 
ship Him in spirit and in truth. Of 
some worshipers God still asks: “What 
hast thou to do to declare my statutes, 
or that thou shouldest take my covenant 
in thy mouth?” (Psa. 50:16.) God is 
holy. Fear before Him. Come into His 
presence with clean hands and a pure 
heart. Pray for Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship, 64 W. Randolph St., Chi- 
cago 1, 
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235 PRECIOUS POEMS. Poeti¢e 
—« on Assurance, Children, Con- 
solati: H Surrender .. . I 

gt & ~ Bewuti ‘ul binding and “jacket. 


212 woroRy POEMS. Poems on 
Christ, Christmas, Comfort, Conse- 
eration, Faith, Friendship, Second 
Coming No duplications. Now 
in 6th b edition. $2.00. 

GOD’S IDEAL WOMAN 
Foreword by =| Billy Sandee. 

-Guided Love 
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EXTENSION WORK—ANOTHER MINISTRY OF MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Dd 


Traveling through heat and cold, storm and 
sleet, the faithful circuit rider was hard pressed 
to reach as many souls in his year’s work as 
you can reach in 24 hours! 

For today, if you are sharing in the work of 
Moody Bible Institute, you'll preach not once, 
not twice, but 37 times! Through the 37 evan- 
gelists, Bible teachers and film men of the In- 
stitute’s Extension staff, you'll plead with the 
lost at evangelistic meetings, stir the hearts of 
God's children at Bible conferences and win 
the indifferent through motion pictures reveal- 
ing the mighty God of creation. Thus you'll 
help carry the message of God's gracious sal- 
vation to practically every nook and cranny 
of the nation. 


ce 


more than 60 years 


Last year, nearly 2,300,000 persons attended 
the 12,643 Christ-centered meetings conducted 
by Moody Extension workers in 48 states, the 
District of Columbia, Hawaii, the Canal Zone, 
in Canada and Australia and even aboard 
ship. And the results? Only God knows their 
full fruitfulness, but at these Moody-sponsored 
meetings last year, 6,300 openly confessed 
Christ as Saviour and 6,700 dedicated their 
lives in service to Him. 

This year will you stand beside the Moody 
Extension staff in its wide-spread ministry for 
Christ? You share in this great work—in addi- 
tion to helping train young men and women for 
Christian service—when you give to the school 
which D.L. Moody founded. 
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